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Locating Sree Sree Thakur Anukul Chandra’s Ideologies within the Indian
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Abstract:

Very few movement that dot the landscape of our nation have thrived as well as expanded as extensively
as the Satsang Movement started by spiritual Guru, Sree Sree Thakur Anukul Chandra in the early twentieth
century. Colonial India witnessed the evolution of many spiritual movements parallel to the ongoing national
movement which shared visions of developing and unifying India. The ideologies of Thakur Anukul Chandra
deeply influenced many nationalist leaders during the national building process. He looked upon spirituality as
the point of convergence for all diverse religious forces in India capable of unifying India into a national current.
Who was Anukul Chandra? What were the ideologies of Thakur Anukul Chandra? How did his ideologies and
principles inspire the national leaders? How was the national movement influenced and shaped by the teachings
of Thakur Anukul Chandra? The following article is an attempt to answer the following questions.

Keywords: spirituality, nation-making, non-violence, dharma, ideology, freedom struggle.

Introduction:

Society is a comprehensive human
organization, where relationship of togetherness and
co-operation emerges and develops among human
beings as they live together. Nineteenth and
twentieth century was the time when spiritual
awakening rose through various socio-cultural
movements. Ideologies of the socio-cultural
movements which emerged during this period
greatly influenced in shaping the Indian national
movement. Our freedom struggle was not only
about removing Britishers from the Indian soil, but
was also about making India a better place, about
unifying people of diverse culture into one nation,
about uplifting masses from poverty, about building
better humans and about overall social, economic,
political and cultural development. A better society,
which was so indispensable to humans was, thus, to
be restructured. These tasks were undertaken not
only by nationalist leaders but also by spiritual
leaders. One such often neglected or rarely
researched upon spiritual leader is Sree Sree Thakur
Anukul Chandra. .

The ideologies of Thakur Anukul Chandra
deeply influenced many nationalist leaders during
the national building process. He looked upon
spirituality as the point of convergence for all
diverse religious forces in India capable of unifying
India into a national current. The growth of social
organisations and social relations were integrated in
his ideology." Who was Anukul Chandra? What
were the ideologies of Thakur Anukul Chandra?
How did his ideologies and principles inspire the
national leaders? How was the national movement
influenced and shaped by the teachings of Thakur
Anukul Chandra? The following article is an attempt
to answer the following questions.

Thakur Anukul Chandra- The Spiritual Guru:

Sree Sree Thakur Anukul Chandra, a
physician, a spiritual guru and the founder of

Satsang Ashram was born in Himaitpur, a village in
Pabna district of present day Bangladesh. Born into
a Brahmin family of Sri Shivchandra Chakraborty
and Srimati Manmohini Devi on the 14" of
September 18882, Anukul Chandra was regarded as
a Yuga- Purushottama by his devotees. Being born
in such a remote area, he saw hardship of masses at
the grass root level from a very early age. With his
deep sense of curiosity and a superb capacity for
keen observation, he was believed to be able to
understand concepts clearly and identify their basic
origins. Moreover, he was known to be blessed with
naturally curious and scientific mindset that would
explore further into the root of problems. He had a
keen understanding of the truth of things and a
strong common sense at a younger age. He had a
great love for his family.

Anukul Chandra began his formal
education at Himaitpur village elementary school in
1893. In 1898, he was admitted to Pabna Institute
where he studied upto 8" grade and later attended
Naihati High school in the 24 Parganas of West
Bengal until 1905. Anukul Chandra Thakur then
completed a diploma in Homeopathy from National
Medical College of Calcutta®>. He was fond of
writing and wrote many short plays, songs and
poems, the first in 1905. His songs and poems were
published in a book, ‘Debjani-O-Anyanya’. During
his last days, Thakur conveyed his guiding
principles for life to one of his friends Atulchandra
Bhattacharya, which was compiled in the famous
book ‘Satyanusaran’ (The Persuit of Truth) in 1918.
Anukul Chandra tied knot with his first wife
Soroshibala in 1906 and with his second
Sarbamangala later in life.

With the help of his mother, Thakur
Anukul Chandra formed the kirtan group which
attracted people from different strata of society. He
gradually gained fame as a physician, spiritual guru,
teacher and a guide. Steadily Thakur’s social
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movement took the name of Satsang. Satsang was
originally registered in Pabna as a public charitable
institution in 1925. After partition it was re-
registered in 1951 when Thakur Anukul Chandra
shifted from Pabna to Devghar on 2™ September
1946. Later Satsang was registered as a society
under the Indian Societies Registration Act 1860.

Over the years many philanthropic
activities were included like the Vishwa Bigyan
Kendra, Satsang Chemical Works where medicines
are manufactured, The Satsang Press and Satsang
Publishing House. The habitation and working of
these institutions are run by the member themselves.
Also the Tapovan School and Matrividyalaya
imparts education to the masses. His ashram
developed into a sprawling complex housing a
science lab, charitable hospital, academic institute, a
printing unit, community kitchen and an
administrative building. Sri Sri Thakur Anukul
Chandra left his mortal frame on 27" January 1969
after which this spiritual movement was carried
forward by his followers.

Even after so many vyears of its
initiation, Satsang is expanding and spreading
worldwide. Presently, it has more than two thousand
branches worldwide in India, Bangladesh, Burma,
Europe and America. Satsang Vihars or
‘Thakurbaaris’ have been set up in different parts of
India. Many eminent national leaders and
personalities met Anukul Chandra and were inspired
by his thoughts like Mahatma Gandhi, Deshbandhu
Chittaranjan Das, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Shubhas
Chandra Bose, Lal Bahadur Shastri, Sarat Chandra
Chatterjee, Fazlul Hagq, Swami Abhedananda,
Aacharya Tulsi and Dr. Shyamaprasad Mukherijee.
Ideologies Of Thakur Anukul Chandra :

Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra
enlightened people with his mindful thoughts and
ideas on society, religion, state government, politics,
law, etc. He said the element of society is created as
soon as two people come to know each other. For a
good social order he defined the formula as- “He
who lives under one command leads into the
society”. He excluded from the society the
unorganized relations in definite associations.’
According to his ideas an ideal man must establish
himself in a surrounding environment through his
real life service, contact and sympathy.® Sri Sri
Thakur said that the ideal of man has to be the
promoter of the being towards perfection. He has to
be the epitome of love, compassion, sympathy,
service and all such divine virtues and qualities. An
ideal man is the one who not only feels every being
and thing to be an integral part of his own self, but
even demonstrates that in his own conduct.” Anukul
Chandra extensively focused on creating humans of
good character and building a better society. He
clearly laid out the rules for a compatible marriage
based upon eugenic principles of nature, which were

to be followed for bringing better progeny of a
heedful, benevolent, concentric and honest nature.®
He asked every individual to infuse ‘dharma’ into
their lives. This saint said dharma is the one that
nurtures our life and growth. Hence, dharma is one,
but there appears difference of opinions among
distinct religious sets regarding the concept of
dharma.’ Throwing light upon the worldly desires,
he expressed that the problems in life arise due to
the want of ‘peace and happiness’.*® He carried the
belief that peace and happiness could be achieved in
human life through the attainment of truth and
goodness.™ If an individual desires to perform his
activities in an evil way then the person is subjected
to sorrows and sufferings and if directed otherwise,
is subjected to peace and happiness.*?
Interaction Of Thakur Anulul Chandra With
Different National Leaders

Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra played a
very important role in the Indian National
Movement through ‘spiritual awakening’ among the
masses. He advised people to follow the correct path
of dharma to attain freedom. He believed that India
could only attain freedom by building humans of
good character and that we must start with man
making program. Through his mindful thoughts and
teachings he inspired a number of national leaders
and motivated the latter to move forward in shaping
the freedom struggle movement. The following
paper will reveal some interactions between Thakur
Anukul Chandra and some nationalist leaders.
Mahatma Gandbhi, after being deeply influenced by
the devotion of Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das, a
great freedom fighter and disciple of Thakur Anukul
Chandra, decided to meet Anukul Chandra. Gandhiji
was tremendously enchanted by him. Out of
curiosity to meet such a finest man, Mahatma
Gandhi reached the ashram of Pabna, Hemaeitpur
on 23" Mat 1925 to meet this spiritual guru. He was
accompanied by Lord Anukul, mother Manomohini
and other devotees. Although the discussion
between them could not happen satisfactorily,
Gandhi was inspired enough to say that Thakur had
given a practical shape to his thoughts about a
developed village which he had envisioned.™
Mahatma Gandhi was moved by Anukul Chandra’s
mission to reform the society with universal ethics
and therefore, again met him in Kolkata later when
Gandhiji heard news of Thakur’s illness.
Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das was a disciple and
a great devotee of Shree Shree Thakur Anukul
Chandra. He learnt the value of truth from his
spiritual guide in all his dealings. In carrying
forward his fight for India’s independence,
Chittaranjan Das believed that Thakur gave him the
strength he did not possess before and began to see
things clearly.
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose met Thakur Anukul
Chandra after qualifying his I.C.S. exam. Netaji’s
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parents were disciples of Thakur. Subhash Bose met
Anukul Chandra at Pabna Ashram and asked him as
to “where should we start for giving the real service
to our nation?” His reply emphasized on the man-
making programme and gave the concept of
compatible marriage.
Similarly, Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee’s
interaction with Thakur Anukul Chandra answered
his quest to find a solution to the harmonious co-
habilitation of different sects in the nation-building
process.™*
Locating Thakur Anukul Chandra’s Ideologies
In The Indian National Movement

Indian national movement was a long
drawn conflict against the britishers envisioning a
independent, democratic and secular country with
overall  socio-economic  development.  The
ideologies of Shree Shree Thakur Anukul Chandra
greatly influenced in shaping and structuring the
Indian National Movement. Thakur Anukul Chandra
taught people to be courageous and fight against
one’s own weakness firstly as weakness is the living
image of sin. He awakened the masses through his
mindful thoughts which inspired them to join
various mass movements. He encouraged every
individual to be self-confident and courageous, to
unite mind and face, acquire strength and enter the
path of Dharma. The non-violent satyagraha
movement could also have been influenced by such
ideologies because Thakur also talked about the
degeneration of society that had occurred over
centuries and to reform the society by forgetting
sectarian violence and making for the future welfare
of the people.

Thus, to conclude with, Sree Sree Thakur
Anukul Chandra was one such holy spiritual guru
who greatly contributed in shaping the Indian
National Movement through his ideologies and
principles. With his advice on removing one’s own
weakness and gaining self-confidence, with his
vision of inculcating man-making programme and
eliminating  sectarian  violence, we could
successfully achieve India’s freedom.
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Abstract:

Vinayak Narahari Bhave, also known as Vinoba Bhave 11 September 1895 — 15 November 1982, was an
Indian advocate of non violence and human rights. Often called Acharya (Teacher in Sanskrit), he is best known
for the Bhoodan Movement. He is considered as National Teacher of India and the spiritual
successor of Mahatma Gandhi. He was an eminent philosopher. The Gita has been translated into the Marathi
language by him with the title Geetai (meaning 'Mother Gita' in Marathi). He was associated with Mahatma
Gandhi in the Indian independence movement. He stayed for some time at Gandhi's Sabarmati ashram in a
cottage that was named after him, 'Vinoba Kutir'. He gave talks on the Bhagavad Gita in Marathi to his fellow
ashramites. These were later published in book form, as Talks on the Gita, and it has been translated into many
languages both in India and elsewhere. Bhave felt that the source of these talks was something from above and he
believed that its influence would endure even if his other works were forgotten. In the year 1940, he was chosen
by Gandhi to be the first individual Satyagrahi. It is said that Gandhi envied and respected Bhave's celibacy, a
vow he made in his adolescence, in fitting with his belief in the Brahmacharya principle. Bhave also participated

in the Quit India Movement.

Keywords :Sarvodaya, Bhoodan, Equality, Non-violence, Gandhian Philosophy

Introduction:

Mother India has its glory that was
completely achieved by ancient sages and their
wisdom. It was flowing from one generation to
another. Great saints and philosophers like Sankara,
Ramanuja, Madhav, Ramakrishna, Vivekananda,
Aurobindo, R.N.Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi and
Vinoba Bhave, all of them under one roof of men
who had with their religious, philosophical, ethical,
intellectual and spiritual capacities enriched the
glory of our country. But, when an individual
observes them based on their role he would realize
that they have conveyed to the society what they had
spiritually and philosophically gained.

Subject Matter:

According to certain intellectuals, Vinoba
Bhave was one of the most outstanding
revolutionary mentors India has ever produced.
According to Vinoba Bhave, Nehru was Mahatma
Gandhi’s political heir and Vinobaji was Mahatma
Gandhi’s spiritual heir.” Vinoba Bhave was a great
social reformer and ethical force in the Indian
ancient tradition interpreted for the sake of men and
the spiritual welfare of modern society. His entire
life was devoted to serving the people.

The national teacher of India, Vinoba had
been recognized by Mahatma Gandhi as the first
individual Satyagrahee for his devoted service to the
people. He was a dedicated participant in the
numerous movements and social activities started by
Gandhi. After Mahatma Gandhi, this saint, social
reformer, and spiritual leader, Vinoba Bhave
launched a socio-economic and cultural revolution
with the motto of Satyagraha, Ahimsa and Love to
establish a casteless and classless society with social
justice for all in Post-independence India. This
celibate leader considered Gandhi as a guide and

philosopher but he never imitated him like a blind
follower. Rather, he may be called a practitioner of
Gandhian Philosophy. Gandhiji’s concept of
Trusteeship was practiced into action by his ardent
follower Acharya Vinoba Bhave like an ever-free
soul. He dedicated his life to starting the Bhoodan
and Gramdan movement. Mahatma Gandhi had
considered Vinoba as his spiritual heir. The job of
converting the Sarvodaya philosophy into a plan of
action was taken by Vinoba in the name of the
Bhoodan Movement. The reason for starting the
Bhoodan movement was a violent struggle between
the landlords and the landless for land. Under the
leadership of Vinoba Bhave, Akhil Bharatiya Sarva
Seva Sangh accepted the challenges to translate into
reality the objectives of the Sarvodaya philosophy.
The basic aim of the Bhoodan had been to inspire
the people to develop a selfless attitude and feelings
for the good of the masses.

Vinoba Bhave had declared almost in the same
spirit as Gandhi, that he should not follow blindly
even the words of the Vedas greatest good of the
greatest number. It gave birth to problems of
minority and majority; it believed that to protect the
interest of many, the interest of the few could be
violated. This was very harmful because it might do
injustice to the minority. Moreover, in this principle,
we were not sure that those in the majority have
realized the truth. Even one person might have
realized the Truth. And in the name of the majority,
we had no right to suppress that lone voice.

To eliminate this drawback, Mahatma
Gandhi said that Sarvodaya meant the welfare of all.
It did not mean the welfare of the few. Sarvodaya
ideology encouraged the indivisible unity of life. It
refuses to divide life into opposite categories like
individual versus state, national versus international,
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secular versus religious, individual salvation versus
social progress. Individual development is good for
society. The idea of Sarvodaya, as preached by the
Geeta stood for merging one’s interest in the interest
of the society. Indeed, self-less action, keeping faith
in truth and nonviolence, and the continued spiritual
development of the individual was the goal of
Sarvodaya.

Vinayak Narahari Bhave was born on 11
September 1895 in a small village called Gagoji
(present-day ~ Gagode  Budruk)  in Kolaba in
the Konkan region of what is now Maharashtra.
Vinayaka was the eldest son of Narahari Shambhu
Rao and Rukmani Devi. The couple had five
children; four sons named Vinayaka (affectionately
called Vinya), Balakrishna, Shivaji and Dattatreya,
and one daughter. His father was a trained weaver
with a modern rationalist outlook and worked
in Baroda. Vinayaka was brought up by his
grandfather, Shamburao Bhave and was greatly
influenced by his mother Rukmini Devi, a religious
woman from Karnataka. Vinayaka was highly
inspired after reading the Bhagavad Gita, at a very
young age.*

A report in the newspapers about Gandhi's

speech at the newly founded Banaras Hindu
University attracted Bhave's attention. In 1916, after
reading a newspaper piece by Mahatma Gandhi,
Bhave threw his school and college certificates into
a fire on his way toBombayto appear for
the intermediate examination. He wrote a letter to
Gandhi and after an exchange of letters, Gandhi
advised Bhave to come for a personal meeting
at Kochrab  Ashram in Ahmedabad. Bhave met
Gandhi on 7 June 1916 and subsequently abandoned
his studies. Bhave participated with a keen interest
in the activities at Gandhi's ashram, like teaching,
studying, spinning and improving the lives of the
community. His involvement with Gandhi's
constructive programmes related to Khadi, village
industries, new education, sanitation and hygiene
also kept on increasing.
Bhave went to Wardhaon 8 April 1921 to take
charge of the Ashram as desired by Gandhi. In 1923,
he brought out Maharashtra Dharma, a Marathi
monthly which had his essays on the Upanishads.
Later on, this monthly became a weekly and
continued for three years. In 1925, Gandhi sent him
to Vaikom, Kerala to supervise the entry of
the Harijans to the temple.

Bhave was arrested several times during the
1920s and 1930s and served a five-year jail sentence
in the 1940s for leading non-violent resistance
to British rule. The jails for Bhave had become the
places of reading and writing. He wrote
‘Ishavasyavritti’ and ‘Sthitaprajna Darshan’ in jail.
He also learnt four South Indian languages and
created the script of Lok Nagari at Vellore jail. In
the jails, he gave a series of talks on the Bhagavad

Gita in Marathi, to his fellow prisoners. Bhave
participated in the nationwide civil disobedience
periodically conducted against the British and was
imprisoned with other nationalists. Despite these
many activities, he was not well known to the
public. He gained national prominence when Gandhi
chose him as the first participant in a new
nonviolent campaign in 1940. All were calling him
by his short name, Vinoba. Bhave's younger brother
Balkrishna was also a Gandhian. Gandhi entrusted
him and Manibhai Desai to set up a nature therapy
ashram at Urali Kanchan where Balkrishna spent all
his life.®

Acharya Vinoba Bhave conveyed his
attitude on the concept of Sarvodaya, “We desire the
welfare of all, and also our own. But the question is
as to which of them we give priority. If we give it to
the good of others, our attitude is that of Sarvodaya.
If it is otherwise, then it is not.”As the ardent
followers of Gandhiji, Vinoba executed the
philosophy of Sarvodaya through non-violent means
after Gandhiji. Vinoba Bhave advocated that the
term Sarvodaya indicates a two-fold meaning.
Firstly, Sarvodaya means makings happiness for all
by removing social dogmas and discriminations and
secondly, establishing a new society with equality,
divinity and kindness.”

According to Vinoba Bhave, ‘The concept
of Sarvodaya as preached by the Geeta is to merge
oneself in the good of all’.” It attempts to boost the
human mind with ethical ideas. The concept of
Sarvodaya and Vinoba are synonyms. Vinoba Bhave
considers that Sarvodaya as the “Best dharma”
(righteous living) and sarvodoymidam Tirtham
(Universal blessing). The core meaning of all
religions of the world, propose the well-being,
prosperity and happiness of all human beings. In this
way, Sarvodaya connects all the religions of the
world.?According to Vinoba Bhave, Sarvodaya is to
establish based on the truth and non-violence, a
classless and castless society. In this society,
everyone will get equal opportunities for their
highest development. Indeed, Sarvodaya is a way to
implement socialism in society. It was a great gift of
Gandhian philosophy. Vinoba tried to eliminate the
contemporary ruling system based on exploitation
and discrimination. The concept of Sarvodaya was a
strong weapon to solve the problems of Indian
society. Vinoba stated that the means for Sarvodaya
is the strength of masses, contrary violence and
punishment. Sarvodaya can establish people's rights
with the organization of mass strength from unjust
rules.’ For the establishment of Sarvodaya
society,Vinoba launched a lot of movement in a
non-violent way. After Gandhi’s assassination on
30th January 1948 all eyes were fixed upon on
Vinoba to fulfill dreams of Mahatma Gandhi. He
proposed the formation of Sarvodaya Samaj to work
for Gandhian thought.
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As the ultimate ideal of Sarvodaya, Vinoba
conceived of a society free from government. This
did not imply that there would be no order. There
would be order and government, but its authority
would be distributed among villages. People living
in such a social order would obey the moral laws of
their own accord. Such a society would be a self-
governing one. Vinoba wanted to do away with the
government by politicians and replace it with a
government of the people, based on love,
compassion, and equality. Decisions here would be
not taken by the majority, but by unanimous
consent; and they would be carried out by the united
strength of the ordinary people of the village. He
visualized the progressive transformation of the
society through minimum government to no
government.

‘Bhoodan’ (Land-Gift) is the first step
towards the establishment of the Sarvodaya Society.
India a predominantly agricultural country had the
enormous problem of landless peasants. Under the
zamindari system, large-scale land holdings were
being held by big landlords. While the farmers
worked on the land and created the wealth they
could not enjoy it. There was a movement called
land to the tiller undertaken by the communists in
Telangana. The deep economic disparities between
landlords and peasants were creating a type of civil-
war situation. Vinoba took up the issue and sought
to give a Gandhian approach to the solution of the
problem. The land ultimately belonged to God.
Under certain circumstances, there had been unequal
holdings. So something is required to level the
holdings. But it will not be based on the violence of
landless peasants against landlords and taking over
the lands with force. But it is an attempt to appeal to
the good nature of landowners to spare something
for the landless.

According to Vinoba Bhave we should
always look below what makes us happy if we look
above, we feel unhappy. The idea of “Thy need is
greater than mine” fills us with a sense of sacrifice.
The second reason is to make people develop a
sense of detachment. As we must give water to the
thirsty so also we must give land to the tiller who
demands. He wanted to bring home to the people all
that land as it belongs to God. Today both rich and
poor suffer from the ownership Complex. he wanted
everyone should get free of any attachment. Thirdly
when poor people start donating their land, it would
have a moral impact on the rich. They should feel
their moral responsibility to society. The Bhoodan
movement was started by Saint Vinoba in the
Telangana area through the spiritual transformation
of the attitude of the rich men. His technique was
love and truth. At Pochampalli village, in the
Nalgonda district, where Vinoba toured, and keep a
question to Dalits. Giving land to landless Dalits
would be the solution. Then Vinoba asked the

people gathered if anybody is willing to donate
surplus land and immediately a person came
forward. This made Vinoba pursue the idea of
Bhoodan. This idea of voluntary donation of land by
the rich has been criticized by communists. They
argue that most of the land donated by the rich
peasant is uncultivable.

The idea of Bhoodan was based on the
concept of partyless democracy. Vinoba stated, “In a
sense, Bhoodan is itself an intensely and deeply
political movement. A movement that aims so
utterly to revolutionize man and society cannot be
but political. But it is politics of kind | have
described above-nor the politics of parties, elections,
parliaments, and governments; but politics of the
people-not Rajniti but Lokniti”.'* Bhoodan doesn’t
target only at collecting land from the people and
disturbing it among the landless it tries to eliminate
the gap between the rich and poor people through
non-violent ways of truth and non-violence, love
and cooperation should be the core principles
governing individual and social behavior equality
and social justice should be the main objective. To
guote Jaya Prakash Narayan about Bhoodan, it stood
for a society which would strive for the good of all,
and in which everybody would be happy. In such a
society there should no distinction between high and
low. Justice and equality would form their
distinguishing features and exploitation in any form
be eliminated.™

The concept of Dan does’t mean charity
because the feeling of charity is against the spirit of
equality and brotherhood. According to Jayaprakash
Narayan bhoodan is not a charity movement, behind
it is Mahatma Gandhi's thought of trusteeship
concept. Vinoba Bhave realized that the Gandhian
way must be fruitful to eliminate inequality in the
society. So, he devoted himself to complete the
opportunity of the land gift movement to help the
landless.

On 18th April 1951, Vinoba received 100
acres of donation of land at the village of
Pochampalli in Telengana from Ramchandra Reddy,
a local landlord. He realized the possibility of a
great revolution with love and non-violence. He
started every action to change the heart of the people
to do something for landless and poor
people.Vinoba was able to collect 12,200 acres of
land as a gift in just 51 days from the starting day.
Bhoodan was the pragmatic way to meet the
problems of acute poverty and unemployment.
During this movement, Vinoba focused that hungry
people will not tolerate their suffering anymore;
land and wealth must be redistributed.”®  The
cruelties of capitalism can be eliminated by
receiving land as a donation from landlords by the
change of heart. Vinoba walked thousand by
thousand miles for looting land by love for the rise
of all.Vinoba realized the power of the Padayatra



‘Journal of Research & Development'
A Multidisciplinary International Level Referred and Peer Reviewed Journal,
Impact Factor-7.265, ISSN: 2230-9578, April-2024, Volume-16 Issue-6

(March on foot). He walked for 13 years throughout

India to bring a socio-economic change for landless

and poor people. Vinoba left Panuar on 12th

September 1951 and returned on 10th April 1964.

He started ToofanYatra, using a vehicle in Bihar for

almost four years. He addressed thousands of

meetings and mobilized the people to ignore the
barriers of caste, color, class and religion. From the
notorious Chambal Valley, a gang of dacoit
surrendered themselves to Vinoba in May 1960. For
saint Vinoba, it was a victory of non-violence in

Post-Independence India."

The Bhoodan Movement has been weak on
the publicity front there are not journals and books
on the subject to spread the message of the
movement. Sufficient information was not available
about the development work done by the Bhoodan.
Lack of facts and figures in detail regarding
development work done makes it difficult to
describe an overall assessment. Bhoodan was a mass
movement and the people themselves who should be
organized, the Samiti was dissolved. Therefore, the
Bhoodan movement has not been able to cover the
imagination of the masses as it was expected of it.
The slow-moving legislative institutions should be
geared up. The farmers who had donated the land
were forced to pay the revenue for land given away
by them. Because of the time-consuming process
involved in making the transfer legal, this made
their donors taking back land from tenants earlier
given by them.

Conclusion:

Vinoba was greatly influenced by the
Bhagvad Gita and his thoughts and efforts were
based upon the doctrines of the Holy Book. He set
up a number of Ashrams to promote a simple way of
life, devoid of luxuries that took away one’s focus
from the Divine. He established the Brahma Vidya
Mandir in 1959, a small community for women,
aiming at self-sufficiency on the lines of Mahatma
Gandhi’s teachings. He took a strong stand on cow
slaughter and declared to go on fast until it was
banned in India.In November 1982, Vinoba Bhave
fell seriously ill and decided to end his life. He
refused to accept any food and medicine during his
last days. On 15 November 1982, the great social
reformer passed away. Vinoba Bhabe was the first
international figure to receive the Ramon
Magsaysay Award in 1958. He was awarded Bharat
Ratna posthumously in 1983.
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Abstract:

One of the most notable and significant movements in the series of movements that led to India's
independence was the Swadeshi movement. Indians were given a forum by the Swadeshi movement to come
together under the banner of nationalism and demonstrate their strength against colonial rule. Many Known
freedom fighters were part of this movement which was an important event in India’s history. Every community
has contributed to the struggle for the Independence of India and their contribution is well documented. Like
other communities in India Muslims too have contributed to the freedom movement but most of the Muslim
freedom fighters have faded into oblivion. There is a huge list of lesser-known Muslim freedom fighters among
which one prominent name is Maulana Hasrat Mohani. This paper will throw light on his life, and his
revolutionary temper and will analyze his role in the Swadeshi movement.
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Introduction:

Maulana Hasrat Mohani was one of the
prominent leaders on the scene of India's
independence struggle. In the social, political, and
cultural evolution of modern India, he occupies a
major position. He was one of the most ardent
leaders of the national movement. Maulana Hasrat
Mohani was a fierce opponent of British authority
and an advocate for his people's freedom. He wished
to gain full freedom from the British. He was one of
the early proponents of "Swaraj." The battle against
the Britishers took place on numerous fronts. Some
were using the power of the pen, some were on the
streets, and some were using diplomacy. Maulana
Hasrat Mohani engaged in combat on all three
fronts. From the Swadeshi movement to the civil
disobedience movement, he participated in
practically every national movement. He was a
historical stalwart who helped lay the groundwork
for India's independence from the British Raj and
later served as the cornerstone of the liberation
movement.

Early life and beginning of political career:

Maulana, a well-known poet and prominent
independence fighter, was born on January 1, 1875,
in Mohan, in the Unnao region of United Province
(modern-day Uttar Pradesh). Maulana was a poet
who wrote under the pen name Mohani, which
refers to his place of birth. Syed Fazal-ul-Hasan was
actually his real name.! Maulana Hasrat Mohani, an
alumnus of Aligarh's M.A.O. College, had strong
ties to the Indian National Congress and had taken
part in anti-British demonstrations even as a student.
He was expelled from Aligarh College due to his
political activity in support of the Congress. His
decision to launch his well-known Urdu monthly
magazine, Urdu-i-Mualla, without waiting for the
results of his B.A. final examination is a strong
indication of his keen interest in the nation's anti-

British political issues. Its inaugural issue was
published in July 1903 from Aligarh, which served
as something of the epicentre for Muslim
intellectual activity in India at the time. Though it
was a literary magazine for a while at first, political
issues quickly took front stage. > He had been a
fierce opponent of the British Raj since he was
young. He loved his country and would gladly have
participated in any anti-British demonstration. He
always had a revolutionary mindset and was willing
to make genuine sacrifices and commitments. Hasrat
became a member of the Congress and went to the
1904 session. According to Syed Sulaiman Nadvi,
Urdu-i-Mualla awoke Muslims before anyone else
did. This young Aligarh graduate joined the
Congress and attended its annual session in Bombay
in 1904 as a delegate, during a period when Muslims
were reluctant to enter politics. He stuck to his
policy of attending Congress sessions until the split
of congress in surat session.’

Partition of Bengal and Rise of the Swadeshi
Movement:

One of the most significant incidents in
colonial India was the division of Bengal, which had
a significant impact on national movements. The
intellectual revolutionaries at the vanguard of the
freedom movement centred their efforts in Bengal.
Bengal was to be divided according to a plan
devised by Lord Curzon, the then Viceroy of India,
in order to weaken the political opposition in the
province. The core of Indian nationalism was
thought to be strengthening at the time of partition,
and it was anticipated that this would happen.
According to Viceroy Lord Curzon (1899-1905),
the goal was to "dethrone Calcutta” from its role as
the hub from which the Congress party is controlled
across Bengal and, in fact, all of India.* Home
Secretary Herbert Risley made this point clear in his
note of 7 February 1904. “Bengal United is a
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power”. He argued; “Bengal divided will pull in
several different ways.

When the plans for partition were made
public in December 1903, there was an
instantaneous and unplanned uprising. On July 19,
1905, the decision to split Bengal was made public.®
A smaller-scale movement became a larger-scale
Swadeshi movement. At a conference held at the
town hall in Calcutta on August 7, 1905, the
Swadeshi movement was formally declared, and the
renowned boycott resolution was passed.” The anti-
partition movement helped to further unite the
Bengalees after the division, rather than weakening
and splitting them.®2 Abdul Rasul, president of the
Barisal conference, April 1906, put it: “What we
could not have accomplished in 50 or 100 years, the
great disaster, the partition of Bengal has done for us
in six months. Its fruits have been the great national
movement known as the Swadeshi movement.”®
Role of Maulana Hasrat Mohani in the Swadeshi
movement:

Maulana was a significant player in the
Swadeshi movement because of his great work in
promoting the boycott message. Maulana was
among the pioneering figures who sought to
incorporate ordinary Muslims into the liberation
movement. Maulana Hasrat Mohani exerted greater
effort than before to educate people about the
boycott and to promote Swadeshi products. Hasrat
travelled far and wide throughout the towns of
western Uttar Pradesh and eastern Punjab in those
days to preach and popularise his ideas among the
masses, especially Muslims.*

Following the division of Bengal, the
Congress initiated the 'Swadeshi movement' across
the nation in an attempt to undermine the
government and make the public aware of the
benefits of products made in Swadeshi. Hasrat
Mohani backed this Swadeshi movement with great
enthusiasm. One of his professors in school, who
was a staunch advocate of Khadi, had instilled a
deep affection for Swadeshi items in him. He went
to the All-India Industrial Conference that was held
at Banaras in 1905. He has been a devoted follower
of the movement ever since.'* Maulana propagated
his views on the Swadeshi movement by using the
power of the written word. In this regard, several
pieces were published in his Urdu-i-Mualla. The
country's citizens were urged in these articles to
utilise homemade goods instead of British goods,
citing this as the most efficient way to harm British
interests in India. Hasrat encouraged Muslims in the
nation to understand the importance of boycott
movements and fully engage in these anti-British
actions, particularly as the Swadeshi movement
gained traction among the majority community.*?

Maulana's fondness for Swadeshi products
and the importance of supporting local companies

were taught to him by one of his teachers when he
was a small child, and these principles have stuck
with him ever since. He was quite inventive in
spreading the word about embracing Swadeshi
products and rejecting foreign goods, and he had
original ideas concerning Swadeshi goods. From the
outset, Maulana Hasrat was a staunch advocate of
the Swadeshi movement. He did everything in his
power to spread this movement and believed that it
was the only way to advance the country's economy.
He put a lot of effort into spreading these concepts
among all Indians. His initial move was to stop
importing products. He focused all of his efforts on
spreading this movement and published articles for
his newspaper. Among the Muslims who were with
him and were impacted by his works, he was more
successful. Consequently, a sizeable portion of the
population stopped using imported goods. Still,
Hasrat did not think his work was good enough. He
desired to take on more work. As a result, he opened
a "Swadeshi Store" in the Aligarh neighbourhood of
Russell Ganj and filled it with various produced
goods from India that were needed on a daily
basis."®

Hasrat saw Swadeshi from a distinct angle.
"Swadeshi” is anything made in the country,
according to him. He took the same position with
regard to attire. He vehemently disagreed with other
national leaders, saying that hand-woven cloth was
not the only type that qualified as Swadeshi and that
Indian fabric created in mills was equally as
Swadeshi as Khaddar. Even if foreign capital was
employed in the production process, he still
regarded as Swadeshi items those manufactured
with labour and materials sourced locally.

In the ensuing years, Hasrat exerted more
effort than ever to disseminate the boycott message
and convert people, especially Muslims, to
Swadeshi products. In this regard, he even went so
far as to obtain acclaim from the religious
authorities of both Muslims and Hindus. His sole
purpose in obtaining printed fatwas from various
Ulama was to draw the Muslim populace to the
Swadeshi movement.He went one step further in the
April 1913 Urdu-i Mualla issue, saying that the
boycott of foreign goods and the Swadeshi
movement had religious legitimacy and that early
Islamic history provided an analogous model, based
on the Holy Quran and Hadees. Through the same
issue, we also learn about Hasrat's travels across the
nation to spread awareness of the movements. The
major cities of the western U.P. and Punjab that he
visited were Bareilly, Moradabad, Meerut, Deoband,
Saharanpur, Hardwar, Lahore, Amritsar, and
Ludhiana. He spoke with people from various
sections throughout this journey and urged them to
come forward. He also conveyed to the general
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Muslim populace that the Ulama supported the
movements.™
Imprisonment:

Because of his political activity, Hasrat
caused problems for the British and was twice
imprisoned throughout his lifetime for his anti-
British views. Shortly after the Surat Session, in
April 1908, he penned an article in his Urdu-i
Mualla titled "Educational Policy of Britishers in
Egypt,” in which he harshly criticised the British
educational agenda. On June 22, 1908, he was taken
into custody on seditious article writing
accusations.'® Hasrat was sentenced to 500 rupees in
fines and four years of hard work. Because Hasrat
was unable to pay the five hundred rupees required
to realise this charge, his rare book library was put
up for auction for sixty rupees, with the proceeds
going towards paying the fine.'® In or around April
1916, Hasrat was arrested a second time. He was
made to labour for hours at the grinding wheel,
crushing one maund of wheat every day for a year,
and he was frequently confined in solitary
confinement while incarcerated."” He lost his father
and suffered many humiliations while incarcerated,
yet in spite of all of these hardships and atrocities,
he continued to resist the British and pursue Swaraj.
Last Years:

He disagreed with the idea of splitting
India. When the All India Muslim League passed
the Pakistan Resolution at its Lahore session in
March 1940, Hasrat made a concerted effort to stop
the country's split. He made the decision to remain
in India after Independence. Prior to his passing on
May 13, 1951, in Lucknow, Maulana Hasrat Mohani
lived a revolutionary life. He asked to be interred in
the same city, adjacent to the grave of Maulana
Abdul Wahab of Firangi Mahal, his spiritual
mentor.

Conclusion:

Maulana Hasrat Mohani was an outstanding
liberation warrior. He stayed dedicated to the goal of
an independent India and contributed significantly to
nearly every national movement. He organized
Muslims to fight the British Raj and made an effort
to integrate them into the national movement. In
addition to being a fierce opponent of the British
Raj, he was an excellent poet. He inspired readers to
revolutionize with his words in the same way that he
inspired people to take revolution on the streets. He
created "Inquilab Zindabad," one of the most
famous slogans of the freedom movement, which
was later adopted and immortalized by Bhagat
Singh. This phrase is still used in today's protests
across the subcontinent. Till his last days, he
remained an obedient servant of India. His valuable
contribution and sacrifice in the freedom struggle
shall be remembered forever and his revolutionary
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temper may serve as an inspiration for generations

to come.
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Abstract:

This is a very significant fact that the mutiny of 1857 in Jharkhand began in the Rohini village of Santhal
Pargana ,but this revolt like in other parts of Jharkhand never spread among the civilians and specially among the
local tribals in Santal Pargana.lt so happened because the British government adopted several reform measures in
the administration of the Santal area after the Hul of 1855, which satisfied the Santal people . By the Act 37"
of22nd December 1855 a new territory was formed in and around Damin- i-Koh into a separate non regulation
district, called as Santal Pargana which was divided into four sub districts- Dumka,Deoghar,Godda.and
Rajmahal. They were placed under a Deputy Commissioner and four Assistant Commissioner with civil and
criminal jurisdiction over the area.' This was followed by the introduction of the Police Rules of 1856 which
recognized the tribal headman system (Manjhi,Parganait) and gave Police powers to village officials which is
known as Yule’s Rule.The government also tried to control interest rates and thus provided safeguards to protect
Santals from the clutches of Moneylenders, Zamindars and other outsider exploiters. The essence of newly
introduced system was that the ruler and the ruled should have direct access to each other.? The system worked
well under commissioner Yule and Deputy Commissioner Eden but the situation began to change after their
departure .The administrative system relapsed with misgovernance. The moneylenders outsider exploiters and
government Amlahs once again entered into the scene.The discontentment was further fuelled by adversity caused
by the poverty famine and pestilence.

The Santals had taken lessons from the The popularity of the movement soon
ruthless suppression of Hul( 1855-56 ) and so, they alerted the British government who arrested
chose not to resort to arms struggle. Rather the Bhagirath Manjhi and imprisoned him for two years.
Santals had decided to organize a movement to In order to crush the movement his shrine was also
construct a more satisfactory culture to reach their demolished by the government. Thus it is clear that
political goal.® Therefore to meet the challenge colonial government well understood the political
Kherwar Saints like Bhagirath Tribhuvan Manjhi motive of the Movement behind the mass
and Dubia Gossain took the lead. They advocated mobilization of the Santals by him. After his release
religious reforms as a possible escape from the fro_m_J_all Bh_aglrath Manjhi secretly continued h_ls
sufferings. Their movement was firstly religious in activities which led to a fresh spurt of r_novement in
nature yet it had elements of social, economic, the year of 1881 under the leadership of Dubia
agrarian and political nature as it sought for the Gossain.” _ _ _
establishment of Santal Raj. Dubia Gossain was a Hindu ascetic

In 1874 Bhagirath Manjhi of Tardiha Village belonged to Jagesai in Hazarlb_agh. H(_a experienced
in Godda subdivision declared to the Santals that that idea of Kherwarism was still continued to be a
God had sent him to redress their grievances and to living influence on Santals.However the immediate
found Santal Raj. Which would be free from all cause of movement under Dubia was connected with
kinds of sufferings and exploitations. He became a census of 1881l,to which Santals mistook as an
hermit his followers called him ‘Babaji’. In his official effort to convert them to Christianity,and to
discourse he asked his disciple to live a pure life of recruit them for Afghan wars. Similar to Bhagirath,
vegetarianism and non violence. He also asked his Dubia also advocated Socio- religious reforms to
followers to abstain from drinking intoxicants, and eradicate all the sufferings of Santals.He asked his
other evil practices which entered into traditional followers to abstain from drinking intoxicants, meat
religion of Santals. Due to Such pious philosophy eatmg_and all the_ evil practices like W|tchcr§ft and
and pure as well as plain living style they were also worship of Spirits and others.He also said that
called as Sapha-Hor or Pure Man. A Shrine was also Santals under his leadership by adopting pure and
built at Tardiha village. Bhagirath Manjhi was Plain life of Kherwarism ideology could easily
declared as the King of Santal’s Raj. He started attain their self rule. Thus he held out the hope of
collecting rent from the people, and asked them not establishment of Santal Raj among his followers.
to pay rent either to government or the Zamindars. Where there_ would be no sufferings or oppression of
This movement became very popular among the Santals ~ either by landlords, moneylenders
Santals. Several thousand Santals visited his place at Zamindars.or Colonial government.He soon became
Tardiha .His followers were present in whole of very popular among the Santals. His message spread
Santal Pargana specially at Rajmahal area. like wild fire on whole of Santhal Pargana.Santals

started looking at him as a Messiah and Liberator.
Dubia after mass mobilization of Santals started
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implementing his Political goal. He gave slogan to
the santals that “we are our own Hakims we will
not obey orders of any other Hakim.” Clearly
Santals under the leadership of Dubia Gossain tried
to establish their own rule. These incidents were
clearly posing a threat and challenged the British
rule in Santal area. By February 1881,the British
government feared a general uprising of the Santals
in the area. As a preventive measure large number
of troops were deployed in the area. Dubia Gossain
was arrested and deported to Lucknow as a political
prisioner. Apart from this all close associates and
sympathetic Santal leaders were imprisoned. In
oorder to avoid any protest or revolt Armed Police
was permanently stationed in Santhal Pargana till
1893.° Thus the punitive actions by the government
led to crush Dubia’s movement.

The religious revitalization  of
Kherwar saints seems to be a means to achieve a
political end in the form of establishment of Santal
Raj. During the movement the Kherwar saints in a
very short period could mobilize support of more
than 50,000 Santal followers. Thus we find its
religious and political messages reached to a large
number of Santal population. Although the political
aspect of the movement was suppressed by the
British government but its message remained alive
among the Santals, whenwe find that the Sapha Hors
campaigned for non payment of rent to the
government,during the Non Cooperation
Movement(1920-22).Further we find growth of
nationalist character among Santhals as they started
worshipping Bharat Mata in the decade of 1930s. in
anticipation to attain self rule from colonial power.
The Kherwar movement was a reformative
movement which included elements of agrarian
unrest and oppression by colonial government and
outsider exploiters. It is said that there was an
essential link between adversity and revivalism or
Kherwarism, as the dormant memory of God was
awakened when extraordinary adverse condition
took place in the form of deadly combination of
oppressive rule and famine.® The Santals found that
their Gods and faith in various spirits was proving
helpless in their role of deliverances. Thus they
borrowed the faith of Hindus and also associated
their lifestyle such as vegetarianism . Warding of
evil became important for them, otherwise they
believed that God would not bless them.For
example Bhagirath Manjhi had declared that- “ Our
Father we have sinned (100%) when our sins are
fully atoned for we shall be the owners of our
country.” !

The cult had three sub-sects. First was
purest or real Sapha-Hors who worshipped
Singhbahini or Goddess Durga and Sun God. They
absolutely abstained from meat eating drinking
intoxicants and dancing. They took daily bath.
Second sect was called Babajias or mendicants
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whose profession was to traverse the country and to
beg. Third sect was called as Bhelwaragars or half
hearted Sapha-Hors who joined in all other
observance of Kherwarism whilst retaining their old
customs.®

MacDougall after a detailed study of
Kherwarism ideology made a list of chief features’
of it as---
Kherwar leaders were chosen by the God to
show the right path and religion to the
Santals.

The Santals should only worship deities
prescribed by the Kherwar leaders and they had to
observe the rituals laid down by them.

Those who disobey the leaders will receive
divine punishment.

Those who do perform the new rituals will
become happy and prosperous.

Due to these ideologies of Kherwarism
Golden age of Santals will be reestablished. Where
there will be no place for government officials,
landlords, Christians and any outsider exploiters.

The aim of this religious revitalization movement
of the Santals was to strengthen the community
morally to end their material sufferings, so that their
days of golden past will be restored. There were a
general belief among the Santals that all the
adversaries experienced by the Santals was due to
wrong religious practices. Bhagirath Manjhi also
highlighted the issue and said that traditional Santal
spirits failed to prevent the famines of 1874 as they
became weak, according to him the power could be
invoked from the worship of Singbahini the goddess
of Zamindars. *°

One significant aspect is that during the
Santal Hul (1855-56) the outsider exploiters or
Dikus reacted against the rebels actively,as they not
only helped British Army by providing information
regarding the where about as well as movements of
the rebels. The Dikus also used legal means such as
lawsuits against the Santals .Thus we find that these
outsider exploiters or Dikus fought a proxy war
against the Santal rebels as they did whatever they
could against the rebels. On the other hand these
Dikus were so freightened during the Kherwar

Movement that they deserted the area. It proved the
popularity of this widespread movement in Santal
country. Interestingly Christian missionaries also
took a hostile stance against the Kherwar movement
and their leaders. They provided the colonial
government with information of the activities of the
Kherwars and couter attacked their religious
propaganda. The missionaries even tried there best
to convert some of the Kherwar leaders. Further the
missionaries claimed that all the Kherwar leaders
had Christian orientation or background in their
early career so that teachings of Kherwar leaders
had similarities with Christian doctrine.* Basically
till that time Christian missionaries were spreading
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its ideologies and converted a large number of

tribals in whole of Jharkhand area, thus they were

particularly against any religious revitalization
movement in any of the traditional tribal religion.

The Christian missionaries knew that success of

Kherwarism will put an end to all the opportunities

of conversion of Santals into the faith so, naturally

the missionaries were critical against Kherwarism
and its leaders.

Contemporary British sources suggests that
Kherwar movement was not a popular movement as
its leaders and Santal village headmen had restricted
their interaction with a limited number of persons
who were close to them .They did not made any
contact with the people of other tribe, caste and
religion. Therefore it failed to attract the common
people and other than Santals residing in the same
village . Thus it never took shape of a mass
movement. However, this view is true in its
religious aspect only. Kherwarism was not only a
revitalization movement. The movement also had
nature of agrarian and political character which had
attracted a large number of people. Apart from
Santals other low caste Hindus and Muslims lived
there also joined the movement specially on land
rent and census issues. The movement however
failed to achieve its aim of agrarian reforms or to
attain the political goal of Swaraj. There were
several causes behind the failures such as the two
upsurge under Bhagirath and Dubia were not closely
related with each other.? Further they did not have
enough resources to fight mighty colonial power.
Whatever so this religious revitalization movement
was basically a means to achieve political end. Its
roots were agrarian a simple premise on which the
political credo was built.*®

In short we could say that when Santals
were reeling under hopeless and pathetic condition
due to exploitative colonial rule, the Kherwar saints

rekindled their hope of restoration of their own rule .
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Abstract:

There were poignant moments during my visits to Ranchi, Lohardagga and Gumla, as | toured across the
year 2012 some of the scattered pockets of Jharkhand where the rumbles of the Tana Bhagat movement can still
be heard. | squirmed as my interlocutor, Sunitaji, who has been working for years amongst the Tana Bhagats and
is now a member of the Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti, introduced me: ‘Didi Dillise aii hai. Bohut bara
university me parati hai. Didi ek kitab likh rahi hai Tana Bhagat andoloan ke upar. Apna kahani batao. Didi ke
prashn ka jawab do’ (The elder sister has come from Delhi. She teaches in a very big university. She is writing a
book on the Tana Bhagat movement. Tell her your story. Answer her questions). Delhi... University...Kitab
(book)...Words that reinforced that distance between my informants and me which texts in critical anthropology
had repeatedly alerted me to. ‘Hum apse janne key liye aye hai’ (I have come to learn from you), I hesitantly
broke in. But Suktara Tana Bhagat, my octogenarian Tana informant, was not to be outdone; he inverted the
unequal relationship between us in a moment. People from Delhi had visited him earlier too: they had come to
him for information and guidance since they had wanted to make a film on the Tana Bhagats. He too had visited
Delhi as part of a Tana delegation. Delhi, then, was not so remote for him, nor were we as researchers who wrote
books or made films! But as | interacted with the Tana Bhagats, trying to understand adivasi movements in
colonial and post-colonial times and thinking through the links between events/enactments, history, and the art of
remembering and telling, | thought I should, as many of them had urged, tell their story. Though not as they
would necessarily have liked me to tell it.

A twenty-five-year-old youth, Jatra Oraon erected in the 1989, about a hundred Tana Bhagats
of Gumla, Ranchi, proclaimed in April 1914 that he had assembled in the moonlit night.? The chants of
had received a divine message from Dharmes, the their mantras and the sound of the conch-shells
God of the Oraons. Jatra was to be a king and his pierced the stillness of the night; the smell of dhup
followers," the Tana Bhagats, were to share the (incense) was overpowering; the smoke made vision
kingdom. All those who did not join the movement, hazy. Clad in white sarees or kurtas (long shirts)
Jatra prophesied, would be struck dumb. Reciting made of khadi (hand-spun) cloth if they could afford
what he claimed to be were divinely inspired it,* and of synthetic if they could not, often with a
mantras (devotional verses), Jatra advocated that Gandhi topi (cap) on their heads, wearing a janeu
Oraon religion should be freed of evils like ghost- (sacred thread) or a thread around their necks, they
finding and exorcism, belief in bhuts (spirits), clapped their hands as they chanted their invocations
animal sacrifice and drinking. His followers were to in obeisance to Jatra and Gandhi. As the chanting
work no more as coolies or labourers; they were also continued, some of the women got possessed. With
to break the ploughs and stop the payment of rent to their heads shaking, they bent before the image as
landlords. Ploughing fields entailed cruelty to cows they continued with the singing. On the following
and oxen, and had failed to save the Oraons from day, the birth anniversary of Gandhi, Gandhi Baba,
famine and poverty. God would provide for them, the once-living and now deemed to be a powerful
and a single grain of rice would satisfy a person's deity,> was to be worshipped by them. The Tana
hunger. One or two small quadrangles were Bhagats assembled at the same point in the morning;
sufficient for the maintenance of an entire family: a I was now familiar with the smoke, the smell of
handful of rice grains, if scattered on the land, incense, the sound of the chanting and the clapping
would produce enough to fill a grain attic.” Because of hands. But this time, below the statue of Jatra
of the impending destruction of the world when Bhagat was placed a portrait of Gandhi. Linked then
earthly possessions would be the only hindrances, through this worship is Jatra Bhagat, the founder of
disciples of the faith were asked to purify the Tana Bhagat movement, with Gandhi, the
themselves by discarding household equipments, ‘Father of the nation’.
agricultural implements and ornaments into the river. But there was little sense of the peace and

Almost a hundred years has lapsed since quiet of the former night. On huge loudspeakers,
then, and a hundred years is a long time. On October one could hear the blare of patriotic songs from
1 and 2, 2012, | was in Bishunpur, Gumla, to Hindi films, Hindi bhajans (devotional songs), and
witness what is today, for many, the most important the voice of a member of the Vikas Bharati
event in the Tana calendar. On October 1, in the Bishunpur:® ‘The marathon is coming to a
remote village of Chingri in Bishunpur where Jatra close...the winner is coming in...please cheer
Bhagat was born, and under his statue that had been loudly for him...the others will soon follow...”. The
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Vikas Bharati, a ‘development agency’ set up in
1983 under the initiative of Ashok Bhagat, Secretary
of the organisation and an active ‘social worker’,
with sympathies for the Hindu Right, concerned
itself with educational, vocational and health-related
interventions for ‘the most neglected and remote
communities of the state’. Every year around this
time, as a means of mobilizing the adivasi youth
under its fold, the Vikas Bharati organized cultural
events, cycle races and marathons. Constructed very
near the statue of Jatra Bhagat was a stage on which
were huge portraits of Vivekananda, Gandhi and
Jatra Bhagat. With bored and disinterested faces, the
Tana Bhagats, who were now seated on chairs in the
pandal (covered space constructed for festivities),
sometimes clapped their hands as the participants of
the marathon slowly trickled in. Others looked
bewildered. The speeches began. Some prominent
Tana Bhagat leaders were invited on stage to say a
few words. And then spoke Ashok Bhagat: ‘The
non-violence that the Tana Bhagats preach is what
we need today to fight the divisive forces in
Jharkhand ...” ‘Non-violence’ is a Gandhian ideal
that the Tana Bhagats claim for themselves, that
links their past with Gandhi and that of the Indian
nation.” By tactically focusing on this, Ashok
Bhagat could reconcile Tanas ideals and interests
with the stated aim of the Vikas Bharati: to ‘engage
youths and mobilise them for the contributing to the
nation-building and development of Tharkhand’.

The Tana Bhagat movement, then, is still alive,
though the demands of the Tana Bhagats are today
framed differently. A dwindling and yet visible
community of about 10,000 people as they
themselves speculate, their movement is fractured
from within, with various groups articulating their
grievances differently and advocating diverse paths
for their agitation. For political parties, this group is
numerically insignificant; their demands, although
occasionally heard, are largely ignored as
unpractical, absurd and beyond the scope of judicial
and bureaucratic rationality. For the RSS, the Hindu
Right, which is spreading its base amongst the
adivasis, the Tana Bhagats, with their longer history
of an opposition to the missionaries and their
invoking of Gods and Goddesses from the ‘Hindu’
pantheon, are ideally suited for the battle against the
ishaiis (Christians). From among the Tana
community, some have tried their hands with
electoral politics: Ganga Tana Bhagat was a
‘vidhayak’ (member of the state legislature) on a
Congress ticket who had addressed some of the
Tana grievances. The Congress, emphasising the
Tana commitment to Gandhi and the Congress, has
occasionally given them a hearing; inviting them for
visits to Delhi were Rajendra Prasad, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi and in
September this year, Rahul Gandhi. But there are
many others leading their ordinary lives in scattered
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pockets of Jharkhand. Caught between an almost
lost past, a difficult present and an uncertain future,
and finding many of their practices economically
unviable to sustain, they carry on with their belief in
Jatra Bhagat, the Mahatma, the Congress and the
sarkar in Delhi. ‘Jharkhand has just been formed’,
Suktara Tana Bhagat stated; ‘Chhotanagpur and
Bharat (India) have existed from the beginning.’8

This essay is on the Tana Bhagats in
colonial and post-colonial times. | try and make
sense of their movement in the colonial period, and
then see how far the Tanas relate to the history of
their movement — from the archives and as
reconstructed by the historian — drawing as they do
on the memories of events passed down generations,
but carefully reworking these in conjunction with
events relevant in the present context. While I have
used an explanatory frame drawn from a historical
perspective and engaged with the existing
historiography on adivasi protest in colonial India,
somewhere there is unease as the experiences of the
Tana Bhagats cannot always be fitted into the frame
of the  historian. Indeed, studying adivasi
movements only through the frame of the ‘political’
is itself limiting.® By imposing through the flattened
language of the ‘modern’ a singularity to events, it
erases the multivocal and precludes thereby other
possibilities, other voices, other touchstones,
through which the Tanas made sense of their world.
It gives a meaning to their everyday practices that
cannot always be understood with the fair doses of
rationality that the discipline of history requires of
its practitioners. Rather than tying up my story, |
therefore leave loose ends in my narrative
recognizing the limits of history as an explanatory
mode. Section | pieces together the many different
stories of the Tanas and suggests a reading of
adivasi resistance in colonial times; Section Il
analyses the movement in the phase 1914-1919;
Section 11l explores the Tana relation with the
Congress in the period following 1920; Section IV
looks at the multiple ways in which the Tanas
viewed their movement in post-colonial times.'® But
my intention in following a chronological divide is
not to etch out differences between phases as most
historians have done while analysing the Tana
Bhagat movement, but to argue against this.

How then are historical antecedents of
adivasi resistance creatively worked out in post-
colonial India? There are several pasts, not always
mutually exclusive, that are in operation: at times
historically framed, at times carefully crafted, at
times consciously evocative; at times unconsciously
structured. As Tana Bhagats negotiate

with a Tana past/ identity, an adivasi past/
identity and a nation’s past/ identity, they express
divergent voices and disparate dreams. Their
pamphlets begin with invocations to multiple
images that cannot be quite reconciled, pointing to
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the fact that several pasts, several histories, several
identities come into play in the making of the Tana
Bhagats: Victory to Tana Religion! Victory to
Mother Earth! Victory to Mother cow! Victory to
Tana Bhagat Peasants! Victory to Mother India!
Victory to
Mahatma Gandhi, Victory to National flag! In their
self-depiction, the Tana Bhagats claim their
identities at different levels. At times, they are a part
of the nation’s history as they talk about their
participation in the national movement. They are,
again, adivasis who share a sense of belonging and a
common vocabulary of protest. ‘The Mundas,
Oraons and Kharias were...” is the way they often
begin with their stories. And yet, they are not always
so. They proclaim themselves to be Oraons, and
often, more narrowly, Oraons who are against the
bhuinhars, pahans and mundas, controllers of the
ritual and economic worlds of the Oraons. As
Anderson writes, the
idea of the nation required people not only to
expand their sense of community in new ways but in
equally novel ways to constrict it.136For the Tana
Bhagats, who today claim a political identity, this
expansion and constriction of their community is a
continual process. This paper on the Tana Bhagats
thus, and here I quote selectively from Portelli, ‘tries
to convey the sense of fluidity, of
unfinishedness...floating as it does in time between
the present and an ever-changing past... and melting
and coalescing in the no-man’s land between orality
to writing to back’
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Abstract

Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902) stands as a pivotal figure in shaping Indian nationalism during the late
19th and early 20th centuries. This research delves into the multifaceted ways in which Vivekananda's unique
blend of Hindu philosophy, social reform, and national pride played a crucial role in inspiring a generation of
Indians to fight for self-rule. It explores how Vivekananda, through his reinterpretation of Vedanta and the
concept of Karma, awakened a sense of national consciousness rooted in India's rich spiritual heritage. The article
also examines Vivekananda's approach to social reform, which emphasized strengthening traditions while
addressing social ills. It argues that Vivekananda's contribution to the Indian independence movement went
beyond mere inspiration; his emphasis on national character-building and social service left a lasting impact on
the various leaders of freedom struggle and nation-building efforts.
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Introduction: A Nation in Need of Rejuvenation

By the late 19th century, British rule in
India had settled into a rigid system that stifled the
nation's potential. The British Raj, as it was known,
had been steadily expanding its control for over a
century, culminating in a pervasive influence that
choked the political, economic, and social fabric of
India. Colonial policies prioritized the extraction of
resources and raw materials to fuel the British
industrial machine. The ruthless exploitation left the
Indian economy in a state of stagnation, with
famines becoming a tragically common occurrence.’

Beyond £conomics, the British
implemented a system of education that heavily
favoured Western thought and culture. English
literature, history, and science dominated the
curriculum, while traditional Indian knowledge
systems like Ayurveda (medicine) and Sanskrit
(classical language) were dismissed as backward
superstitions. This deliberate marginalization aimed
to create a class of Indians who identified more
closely with the British than their own heritage.
While some Indians benefited from this education
by gaining access to new ideas and technologies, it
also fostered a sense of alienation from their own
culture among sections of the Indian elite,
particularly in Bengal where Swami Vivekananda
hailed from.’

This alienation was further compounded by
a growing sense of social unease. The caste system,
a hierarchical social structure inherent in Indian
society, was manipulated by the British to maintain
control. Certain castes were favoured with positions
in the colonial administration, while others were
ostracized. This exacerbated existing social tensions
and created a sense of fragmentation within Indian
society.® Additionally, the British imposed their own
Victorian morality on India, outlawing practices like
sati (widow burning) while simultaneously turning a
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blind eye to social evils like child marriage. This
contradictory approach further eroded the authority
of traditional institutions and deepened the sense of
cultural disorientation.*

The late 19th century in British India was a
period of intense social, political, and cultural
upheaval. The suffocating grip of British rule,
coupled with a deliberate devaluation of Indian
traditions, created a sense of crisis and identity loss
among the Indian elite. This fertile ground of
discontent would become the breeding ground for
movements like Swami Vivekananda's, which
sought to revive India's cultural heritage and
spiritual identity.
Swami Vivekananda:
Awakening

Born Narendranath Datta in 1863, Swami
Vivekananda emerged as a beacon of hope amidst
the social, political, and cultural turmoil of late 19th
century India. The British Raj, as mentioned earlier,
had stifled the nation's potential through economic
exploitation and a deliberate devaluation of Indian
traditions. Witnessing this widespread poverty and
spiritual ~ crisis  amongst  his  countrymen,
Vivekananda dedicated his life to a dual mission:
national awakening and spiritual revival.®

Vivekananda's path was not without
hardship. He grappled with personal loss and
existential questions during his youth. However, his
encounter with Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, his
spiritual mentor, ignited a deep wellspring of
devotion and a yearning to understand the essence of
India's rich spiritual heritage.® He embarked on a
journey across India, living amongst ascetics and
scholars, immersing himself in the diverse religious
philosophies and practices of the land. This
extensive research helped him develop a
comprehensive understanding of Vedanta, the
ancient Indian philosophy emphasizing the unity of
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the soul ultimate
(Brahman).’

Vivekananda's defining moment came in
1893 at the Parliament of Religions in Chicago.
Facing an audience unfamiliar with Indian thought,
he delivered his now-famous speech, "Sisters and
Brothers of America,” which began with the now-
iconic words, "l bow to that immortal spirit of India,
eternal and beneficent, that breathes through all her
children from the highest priest to the lowest
pariah".® This powerful address shattered the
prevailing Western perception of India as a nation
steeped in superstition and backwardness. He
presented a nuanced and universal vision of
Hinduism, highlighting its core values of tolerance,
self-realization, and service to humanity.’

Vivekananda's success at the Parliament of
Religions catapulted him onto the world stage. He
embarked on a whirlwind tour, lecturing extensively
throughout Europe and America, establishing
Vedanta societies, and inspiring a generation of
seekers. He challenged the inferiority complex
plaguing his countrymen and urged them to
rediscover their glorious heritage. He emphasized
the importance of education, social reform, and
national unity, urging] Indians to rise above religious
and caste divisions.*

Vivekananda's life was a testament to his
unwavering dedication to his nation. He returned to
India in 1897, greeted by a hero's welcome. Despite
failing health, he tirelessly travelled across the
country, delivering powerful speeches and
establishing the Ramakrishna Mission, a monastic
order dedicated to social service and spiritual
upliftment™ He passed away in 1902, leaving
behind a legacy that continues to inspire millions
across the globe. Swami Vivekananda's life serves
as a powerful reminder that even amidst immense
challenges, a single individual, armed with
conviction and a burning desire to serve, can
awaken a nation and make it proud on the world
stage.

The Philosophical Base: Vedanta and National
Regeneration

Vivekananda's vision for India's national
regeneration was firmly rooted in the ancient Indian
philosophy of Vedanta. Vedanta, literally meaning
"the end of knowledge," represents the culmination
of spiritual wisdom found within the Upanishads,
the concluding texts of the Vedas, the sacred
scriptures of Hinduism. At its core lies the concept
of Advaita Vedanta, emphasizing the non-duality or
oneness of the Atman (individual soul) and
Brahman (universal soul).’> This fundamental
principle provided Vivekananda with a powerful

(Atman) with the reality

framework for understanding the relationship
between the individual and the nation.
Vivekananda believed that national

regeneration required Indians to rediscover this core
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spiritual essence that had been obscured by centuries
of colonial rule and social strife. He argued that true
strength and progress did not lie solely in material
advancement, which he saw as the dominant pursuit
of the West. According to Vivekananda, the West's
emphasis on individualism and unchecked
materialism had led it astray, creating social
inequalities and a sense of alienation.*®

In contrast, Vivekananda saw India's
spiritual heritage, with its emphasis on the
interconnectedness of all beings, as a vital message
for a world grappling with the consequences of
unbridled materialism. He believed that by
rediscovering the Vedantic ideal of oneness, India
could not only revive its own national spirit but also
offer a path for a more harmonious global society.™

Vivekananda's interpretation of Vedanta
went beyond mere metaphysical abstraction. He
emphasized the practical application of its core
principles in everyday life. One such principle was
the concept of Karma, the law of cause and effect.
Vivekananda believed that national regeneration
hinged on individual moral responsibility and ethical
action. He argued that by performing one's duties
selflessly, without seeking personal gain (Nishkama
Karma), individuals could contribute to the
collective well-being of the nation."

Another key tenet of Vivekananda's
Vedantic philosophy was the concept of
‘Jivanmukti’, liberation in life. He believed that
spiritual liberation was not a distant goal achievable
only after death but a state that could be attained in
the present through self-knowledge and selfless
service.® By encouraging individuals to strive for
Jivanmukti, Vivekananda envisioned a nation
empowered by a citizenry motivated by a higher
purpose, going beyond narrow self-interest.

Thus, Vivekananda's philosophy for India's
national regeneration was not merely a call for
political or economic reform. It was a profound call
for a spiritual awakening, a return to the core
principles of Vedanta that emphasized the
interconnectedness of all beings and the importance
of ethical action. By rediscovering this spiritual
essence, Vivekananda believed, India could not only
revive its national identity but also offer a message
of hope and harmony to a world grappling with the
challenges of the modern era.

Reinterpreting Karma for National Service

Swami Vivekananda's reinterpretation of
Karma, a central concept in Indian philosophy,
played a pivotal role in shaping the national
movement. Traditionally, Karma signifies the law of
cause and effect, dictating the consequences of one's
actions in this life and beyond. Vivekananda,
however, extended its scope to encompass not just
individual lives but also the collective destiny of the
nation. This innovative interpretation, outlined in his
various speeches and writings, emphasized the
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responsibility of individuals to contribute towards
the upliftment of their motherland.*’

Vivekananda argued that true liberation, or
Moksha, was not solely about achieving personal
enlightenment. It also encompassed working
towards the betterment of society and the nation as a
whole. He challenged the notion that spiritual
pursuits existed in isolation from one's social
obligations. Instead, he advocated for a holistic
approach, where fulfilling one's duties (Swadharma)
contributed not just to individual progress but also to
national awakening.*®

This emphasis on Swadharma resonated
deeply with the burgeoning nationalist movement.
Vivekananda urged Indians to identify their unique
talents and skills, and then dedicate them to serving
the nation. This could involve social reform efforts
aimed at eradicating social evils like caste
discrimination and child marriage.® It could also
involve promoting education, a critical tool for
empowering the masses and breaking the shackles
of colonial rule.® Vivekananda believed that by
fulfilling their Swadharma, individuals could
collectively contribute to a stronger, more just India.

Furthermore, Vivekananda argued that
national service was itself a form of Karma Yoga,
the path of selfless action. Karma Yoga emphasized
performing one's duties without seeking personal
gain or reward, motivated by a sense of service to a
higher purpose.”* Working towards the upliftment of
the nation aligned perfectly with this principle. By
dedicating their time and energy to national causes,
Indians could not only improve the lives of their
fellow citizens but also fulfil their Karmic
obligations.

Vivekananda's reinterpretation of Karma
had a profound impact on the national movement. It
distinguished his brand of nationalism from purely
political movements that focused solely on
achieving self-rule from the British. His vision
emphasized the moral and social dimensions of
national awakening, urging individuals to take
responsibility for the collective well-being of their
nation. This call to action, rooted in the ancient
concept of Karma, continues to inspire social
reformers and activists in India even today.

Social Reform within the Framework of
Tradition

Swami Vivekananda, a towering figure in
India's social and spiritual landscape, recognized the
deep social ills plaguing the nation in the late 19th
century. Rampant poverty, the rigid caste system,
and a sense of religious apathy were major
challenges hindering India's progress. However,
Vivekananda's approach to social reform differed
significantly from the Western models that were
prevalent at the time % He believed that lasting
social change could only be achieved if it was firmly
rooted in India's rich cultural and spiritual traditions.
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Vivekananda envisioned a holistic approach
to national rejuvenation. While advocating for the
upliftment of the downtrodden and the promotion of
interfaith harmony, he emphasized strengthening,
not discarding, the core values enshrined in India's
traditions.?® This resonated deeply with a generation
of Indians seeking both spiritual fulfilment and
national revival. They yearned for a path that
addressed social injustices without compromising
their cultural identity.

One of Vivekananda's key contributions
was the establishment of the Ramakrishna Mission
in 1897. This monastic organization, named after his
spiritual mentor Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, served
as a powerful vehicle for social reform based on
Vedic ideals.?* The Ramakrishna Mission's mission
statement itself reflected Vivekananda's vision: "For
one's own liberation and for the welfare of the
world". The organization focused on serving the
most vulnerable sections of society through
education, healthcare, and disaster relief efforts. It
established schools and hospitals in remote areas,
providing much-needed services to those most
neglected by the colonial administration.

Vivekananda emphasized the importance of
education in empowering individuals and fostering
social mobility. He believed that education should
not be merely academic but should also inculcate
strong moral values and a sense of social
responsibility. The Ramakrishna Mission
established educational institutions that provided not
only academic instruction but also training in
vocational skills, empowering individuals to become
self-sufficient and contribute to their communities.

Furthermore, Vivekananda recognized the
importance of interfaith dialogue and religious
tolerance for creating a harmonious society. He
believed that all religions contained universal truths,
and true spiritual growth lay in respecting and
appreciating the diverse paths available to
humanity.”® Through its emphasis on interfaith
understanding, the Ramakrishna Mission played a
crucial role in promoting religious harmony in a
nation with a rich tapestry of faiths.

Vivekananda's approach to social reform
continues to be relevant in contemporary India. The
Ramakrishna  Mission's work in education,
healthcare, and disaster relief remains a vital force
for positive change in the lives of millions. His
emphasis on social responsibility rooted in tradition
continues to inspire social reformers and activists
who seek to address contemporary challenges while
preserving India's rich cultural heritage.

In  conclusion, Swami  Vivekananda
emerged as a powerful force in India's struggle for
cultural and spiritual revival. By drawing upon the
ancient wisdom of Vedanta, he rekindled a sense of
national pride in the face of colonial devaluation of
Indian traditions. His powerful address at the
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Parliament of Religions in Chicago shattered
Western stereotypes and showcased the universality
of Hinduism. Vivekananda's reinterpretation of

Karma as a call to national service and his emphasis

on social reform within the framework of tradition

resonated deeply with a generation yearning for both
spiritual fulfilment and national rejuvenation. The

Ramakrishna  Mission, his enduring legacy,

continues to serve the nation. Vivekananda's

articulation of a distinct Indian nationalism and
social thought, rooted in spirituality and social
upliftment, became a wellspring of inspiration for
successive freedom fighters who fought to reclaim

India's rightful place on the world stage.
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