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Abstract

My research article aims at an analytical study of the art form Bayalata in Ballari district.
Bayalata is one of the folklore art forms which have components, such as stage performance, like
acting, dialogue, music, singing, lighting, etc. Bayalata is an open-air theatre drama performed at the
end of the harvest in northern Karnataka, India. It involves literature and dance. Bayalata is
performed in all districts of Karnataka to cater the need of the people. The stories of Bayalata are
taken from Ramayana and Mahabharata. Several stories performed in Bayalata in Ballari are Girija
Kalyana, Arjuna Karnana Kalaga, Ashwamedha Yaga, and Renuka Mahatma Etc. This is the best
mode of entertainment and enlightenment to the villagers. The main core of attraction is its
extraordinary costume and dance. Artists are specially trained for months, stage setting and music are
peculiar. Maximum taluka places of Ballari have grand performance of Bayalata. My article aims at
an interview of the artist for the first-hand knowledge - H Tippeswami Pampapathi is a musician of
Harmonium in the art form Bayalata. He has contributed more than 270 Bayalata.
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Questionnaire on Bayalata

1. What is your name?

Ans- H. Tippeswami

2. What is your native place?

Ans- Muddatanuru ( Lakshmi Nagar Camp, Ballari)

3) What do you mean by Bayalata?

Ans— Folklore or people’s song, drama and art form. An Independent art form.

4) What is the average duration of performance?

Ans- Actually, Doddata takes the duration of 9 hours, starting at 8 pm and ending at 6 am
(whole night). It can be changed based on the requirements of the audience. Some Bayalata
takes about one to three hours at the district, state and national level performance.

5) How does Bayalata (folk art) form foster community gathering and interaction?

Ans: The art form brings cultural harmony, integrity, peace and entertainment with moral
values. The themes of Bayalata are not based on caste, creed, colour and class. They are
purely based on religious works such as The Ramayana, the Mahabharata and saints' life
stories like Renuka Mahatme, etc. It is very interesting that all community members take
part in practice and actively perform in villages.

6) For how many years have you been taking part in Bayalata?

Ans- Since 34 years.

7) What is the role in Bayalata you have taken part?

Ans- In the year 1994 performed the first role of Abhimanyu in Abhimanyu Kalaga.

8) What is the cost you spend in enacting in Bayalata?

Ans- No, | have not spent any money on enacting in Bayalata.

9) Do you generate any income from Bayalata?

Ans- People collects money to host Bayalata in Villages on special occasions like fairs and
festival season, especially after harvest. To the director (the harmonium Vadaka), villagers
give 45000 per month. All artists stay in villages for two months.
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Hence, the director gets 90000 with food grains and clothes.Other artist get their remuneration on the basis of
their role, and it is negotiable.

10) Who is your teacher?

Ans- My father, Pampathi, is my first teacher. | learnt Hindusthani Shastriya Sangeeta in Veerashwera
Punyashrama in Gadag Math, Karnataka.

11) How do you prepare for the costumes of each character?

Ans- Make-up plays an important role, which is the symbol of characters. Natural things like turmeric, kunkum,
antu (gum from a tree), oil from seeds, a layer of carbon dioxide formed below cooking vessels (black colour) and
other things are used. Different colours are available in the market, and they are mixed with zinc to apply to the
face. Till today, actors have not experienced any side effects from makeup. Pictures on the faces of characters are
the identification symbolic characters, for example:- snake picture identifies Duryodhana ,bull symbolises
Vrushiketu, the sun picture symbolises Karna character, white flag symbolises Arjuna .

12)What is the significance of the sutradhara?

Ans- The role of Sutradhara is performed by Harmonium Vadhaka , who guides and controls the whole stage and
play.

13) Are you familiar with specific types of Bayalata, such as Mudalapaya and Paduvalapaya?

Ans-Mudalapaya is performed in north Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh (now some parts of Telangana).
Padavalapaya is performed in Gadag, Koppala and Kalburgi districts. There are 8 types, among them Doddata
runs for 9 hours, others are Sannata, Radhanata, Dasaraata, Togalu Gombe ata, Sri Krishna Parijata ata and so on.
14) What are the stories taken to perform in Bayalata?

Ans- Religious stories of the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, Renuka Yellamma Mahatme, Girija Kalyana,
Markandayya Charite, Parashurama Avatara, etc., are performed in this art form to continue the journey of our
roots and inculcate the moral values.

15) What are the main components of a typical Bayalata performance?

Ans- Story, actors, dance, dialogues, songs and music, synchrony, costume, stage setting and audience are the
important components of the Bayalata performance.

16) How are the characters defined by their costumes and makeup ? What are the ornaments used for?

Ans: The characters are defined by the costumes, for example: - black mixed blue colour indicates the character
of Krishna, picture on the forehead of the characters symbolises a particular role of the characters, the Sun
indicates Karna, white flag indicates Arjuna , Snake indicates Duryodhana, etc. Several ornaments are used, such
as a 6 gaja saree, a dhoti, a necklace, anklets, bangles, earrings, a nose pin, an ornament on the forehead, a
waistband or girdle, and a type of plywood-made ornament is used to cover the chest and wrist to indicate the
characters , a sword, a crown, etc. The weight of the whole costume and ornament is 14kg per character.

17) What is the average duration of a performance?

Ans- Usually it is performed for 9 hours at night in the villages, but varies in different places and requirement of
the audience. In district places performance goes for about one hours to three hours.

18) How does Bayalata serve as a medium for religious or social expression in rural Karnataka?

Ans- The art form serves as the expression of religious inclination as themes are based on classical works like the
Ramayana, the Mahabharata, great saint’s life and other mythological stories. Nowadays social issue like use of
mobile usage, traffic regulations, corona instructions etc. are the subject matters of Bayalata.

19) How does this folk art form foster community gathering and interaction?

Ans- This art form requires an active, continuous participation by the actors, director and musician. More over all
community people actively engage and contribute the performance, hence encourages unity and harmony. As it is
a healthy activity brings good health and joy to the performer.

20) How are the artists trained? Is this art form passed down through generations within families?

Ans- Harmonium player play an important role who structures the whole play. Yes, nearly 4 to 5 generation of a
family enact in Bayalata.

21) What are the major challenges faced by Bayalata artists today?

Ans- Earlier Bayalata and other live shows were the only source of entertainment to people, hence people used to
watch and get entertainment. Nowadays, TV and maobiles have diverted the attention of the public, and there is
less response.

22) How has the popularity of Bayalata changed over the last 20 years?

Ans- There is a drastic change in the popularity of Bayalata. Due to technology and advertising, Bayalata has
spread to every corner of the world.
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23) Do you make some changes to the original story while practising?

Ans- Yes, Many Bayalata stories are changed according to the needs of the audience, but prior permission must
be taken from “ Bayalata Academy”.

24) What is the most challenging task that the actors face while performing for 6 -8 hours at night?

Ans- It is very difficult to maintain energy and costume for a long hours of 8 to 9 hours. This art form is badly in
need of support from the Government and private agencies as it has to be preserved, protected and passed on to
the future generation. To perform a single show, nearly 5 to 6 lac money is needed which is generated from
donations.

25) How does the Karnataka Janapada Academy support Bayalata?

Ans:- Earlier, the Karnataka Janapada Academy used to look after all the art forms; now there is a separate
association called the “Bayalata Academy” that looks after the necessary activities in all districts of Karnataka.
The Academy organises Bayalata festivals, training programmes like Gurushishya Parampare, Tarabeti Shibira,
Bayalata Sambrama, Bayalata Utsava, documentation and videography, etc.

26) Which language is used in the Bayalata?

Ans: - Halekannada and Sanskrit languages are used in Bayalata. Sometimes, it is a mixed language of Kannada,
Halekannada and Sanskrit that is used. It is very interesting to note that actors who perform in Bayalata are not
educated, but they perfectly use languages and recite songs. Common people of villages, like farmers, shepherds
and others, learn dialogues and songs within two months.

27) How many audiences come to watch Bayalata?

Ans: - The Bayalata performance is organised mainly in fairs (jatre) in villages, taluka places and districts. 6,000
to 15000 people gather to watch the Bayalata performance.

28) How do you generate help from local people?

Ans: - Local political leaders of villages, presidents of Gram Panchayat , community heads and other interested
people help to artists to organise and perform it in a successful way.

29) What are the changes needed in the art form to popularise it?

Ans: - In order to popularise this art form several advertisements through social media is needed. Advancement in
sound system, mike and stage setting is needed. Even short reels, YouTube videos and other updated methods can
be used. Marriage ceremonies short performance of Bayalata can be performed.

30) How can | help you iin your work in Bayalata?

Ans:- Project works, including the Bayalata in the syllabus, several performances, and generating money out of
this art form, would be a great help. Thank you for the interview and for making it a document.

Photo Gallery:-

Courtesy:

1) Sri Basavaraj,an artist in the role of Arjuna.
2)Sri Ramesh,an artist in the role of Krishna.
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