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Abstract

Prostitution, frequently referred to as one of the oldest professions, is embedded within the socio-
economic development of private property and monogamous family systems. It endures as a gendered
institution influenced by patriarchal control over sexuality and women's economic reliance, with
increased commodification of female bodies in the neoliberal era. This article investigates the
ambiguous and contested legal status of prostitution in India, where the Immoral Traffic (Prevention)
Act, 1956 (PITA), neither fully legalizes nor entirely criminalizes prostitution, resulting in a legal
paradox with significant implications for human rights and anti-trafficking efforts in India. Through a
doctrinal analysis of statutory provisions, constitutional mandates (notably Articles 21 and 23), and
judicial decisions, this study assesses the operational framework of PITA and related offences under
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, alongside the polarized debate on legalization. PITA criminalizes
brothel-keeping, living off the earnings of prostitution, procuring, detention, proximity-based offences,
and public solicitation, while authorizing police raids, rescue operations, protective custody,
rehabilitation, closure of premises, and even removal orders. The BNS enhances penalties for
procuring, importing, selling, and buying minors for prostitution purposes. Case law demonstrates
evolving judicial responses: the initial focus on the rescue and separation of children (Gaurav Jain;
Vishal Jeet) and state-led rehabilitation and vocational training (Budhadev Karmaskar, 2011) has
been moderated by the acknowledgment of adult consensual sex work and directives against police
harassment (Budhadev Karmaskar, 2022), as well as safeguards against forced rehabilitation through
magisterial inquiry and a victim protection plan (Prajwala, 2026). The analysis identifies persistent
enforcement failures driven by the decentralization of trade, corruption, stigma, repeated trafficking,
and indefinite custodial “protection,” with poverty and a lack of alternatives as primary drivers. The
study concludes that legalization alone cannot address structural coercion and trafficking; effective
prevention and rights-based rehabilitation necessitate targeted poverty alleviation, school retention
and employment initiatives, access to health and education, strengthened anti-trafficking reforms,
child-specific protections, and the decriminalization of solicitation under Section 8 to reduce harm
while prioritizing autonomy and dignity.

Key Words: Prostitution, Sex Work, Legalization, Human Rights, Trafficking, Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, India

Introduction

Prostitution is often regarded as one of the oldest professions, having evolved alongside
the history of civilization and being deeply rooted in the socio-economic fabric of society. It
emerged as a social phenomenon during a pivotal stage in human development, specifically with
the advent of private property and the monogamous family system, and has continued to expand
through the neoliberal era. This practice is intricately linked to the construction of human
sexuality and women’s oppression. In India, the legal status of prostitution is ambiguous and
contentious. The primary legislation addressing prostitution, the Immoral Traffic Prevention Act
of 1956 (PITA), neither fully legalizes nor entirely criminalizes the practice, creating a legal
paradox that significantly impacts the lives of millions of sex workers in India. The issue of
prostitution is significant in legal discourse because of concerns regarding human rights
violations, exploitation, and human trafficking. At the individual level, this constitutes a violation
of the human rights of sex workers and their families. Moreover, the broader system and trade
of human trafficking infringe upon the rights and dignity of humans as a whole.

©10E©)

Quick Response Code:

Website:
https://jrdrvb.org/

DOI:
10.5281/zenodo.21484899

Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)

This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International Public License, which allows others to
remix, tweak, and build upon the work noncommercially, as long as appropriate credit is given and the
new creations ae licensed under the idential terms.

Address for correspondence:

Ravi Janardan Bhovate Assistant Professor, MGV’s K. B. H. Law College, Malegaon Camp (Nashik),
Maharashtra, India
How to cite this article:

Bhovate, R. J. (2026). Prostitution in India: An Analysis of the Existing Legal Framework and the
Debate on Legalisation. Journal of Research & Development, 18(6), 74-79.
https://doi.org/10.5281/zen0do.21484899

74



of Reseach and Development

AQURNALOF A Multidisciplinary International Level Referred and Double Blind Peer Reviewed, Open Access
ISSN : 2230-9578 | Website: https://jrdrvb.org Volume-18, Issue-6| June-2026

The debate surrounding legalization is sharply divided, with arguments centered on whether consensual prostitution
should be acknowledged as a legitimate occupation or whether it inherently fosters the exploitation of sex workers.
This article examines the legal framework governing prostitution in India and critically evaluates the arguments for and
against its legalization.

Nature of Prostitution

Meaning and Characteristics of Prostitution

Prostitution is defined as the practice of engaging in sexual intercourse between men and women for monetary or
material compensation. Women provide sexual services for a specified duration, and men procure these services from
them. According to the Britannica Concise Encyclopedia, prostitution involves engaging in sexual activities, typically
with someone other than a spouse or friend, in exchange for payment in money or other valuables. The Oxford
Dictionary of Law describes prostitution as the exchange of money for sex, involving two parties: the prostitute, who
receives payment for engaging in sexual activity (or on whose behalf payment is made to a third-party profiteer), and
the client, who pays to engage in sexual activity with the prostitute. The Dictionary of Criminology defines it as an
activity in which women, known as prostitutes, sell sexual services for a limited time to any man who pays the agreed
price. Under the Immoral Trafficking Prevention Act of 1956, prostitution is defined as the sexual exploitation or abuse
of a person for commercial purposes, with the term 'prostitute’ interpreted accordingly.

These definitions highlight the primary characteristics of prostitution: 1. Sexual relationships between males and
females; 2. Women offering their bodies to men for use; 3. The offer is not motivated by natural sexual motives, such
as pleasure or procreation; 4. The offer is made for material or monetary gain from males; 5. The parties involved are
neither spouses, lovers, nor friends.

Thus, prostitution is characterized as a practice of habitual or intermittent sexual union, which is more or less
promiscuous and conducted for mercenary purposes with emotional indifference.

Dimensions of Prostitution:

Marriage represents one aspect of sexual relations within a civilized society, specifically a class-based society,
whereas prostitution represents another. Prostitution emerged within the framework of a monogamous family system.
With the advent of private property and monogamy, human sexuality became regulated by property relations, resulting
in the subordination of female sexuality to societal reproductive needs, that is, procreation. This suppression led to two
phenomena: adultery, defined as extramarital sexual relationships involving married women, and hetaerism, defined as
sexual relationships between unmarried women and men. Adultery is deemed an offence in society and later as a tort,
as seen in England, whereas hetaerism evolved into open prostitution, as observed in contemporary forms.

Sexual relations within marriage are deemed legitimate, whereas those outside are condemned. Adultery is
morally, religiously, and legally condemned, whereas prostitution is either neglected or regulated; however, both are
perceived as threats to the family system. The subjugation of women, restricted human sexuality, women's economic
dependence on men, and men's societal advantages have perpetuated the theory of unbridled lust in patriarchal
societies. This conditioning, along with patriarchy, sustains prostitution across society. Historically, prostitution was
institutionalized in ancient societies and organized by the state in Greece, Rome, and India. During the medieval period,
prostitution was condemned yet considered a necessary social evil to satisfy men's uncontrolled sexual desires. St.
Thomas Aquinas remarked, "Prostitution in the cities is like the cesspool in the palace; if you remove the cesspool, the
palace becomes unclean and foul-smelling." The advent of industrialization introduced new concepts of equality and
liberty for women in the workforce. While prostitution is morally condemned as exploitation, it is often tolerated in
restricted areas as a "necessary evil" to protect female virtues. Since the 1980s, the commodification of female bodies
has intensified in the era of globalization. Prostitution has diversified into various forms, such as massage parlours and
pornography, extending beyond traditional brothels. The trafficking of girls aged 12-15 exacerbates the
commodification of female sexuality.

In the early 20th century, human rights movements drew attention to sexual exploitation. The League of
Nations and the United Nations spearheaded efforts to address this issue, leading to the enactment of welfare laws in
many countries. For instance, India implemented the Immoral Trafficking Prevention Act in 1956 to combat forced
prostitution. While the law permits private practice, it prohibits public solicitation and organized trade, focusing on
rescue and rehabilitation. However, the absence of comprehensive policies addressing women's economic dependence,
patriarchal structures, and the exploitation of beneficiaries has resulted in an increase in prostitution. The law has not
achieved its objectives because the stigma surrounding prostitution continues to marginalize women and perpetuate
human rights violations. Owing to these legal shortcomings, some organizations advocate for the legalization of
prostitution under a harm-reduction framework, framing it as "sex work" based on individual consent. Nonetheless, it is
crucial to acknowledge that prostitution manifests patriarchal oppression, ongoing human rights violations, and
violence against women.

Existing Legal Framework to deal with Prostitution in India
In India, the primary legislation governing prostitution is the Immoral Traffic Prevention Act (ITPA), formerly
known as the Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act, 1956 (SITA). This Act was enacted following India's ratification of
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the International Convention for the Suppression of Traffic in Persons and the Exploitation of Prostitution of Others.
The Indian Constitution enshrines the principles of equality before the law, protection against discrimination, and the
right to life and dignity. It affirms the right of individuals to engage in a trade or profession. Article 23 of the Indian
Constitution explicitly prohibits human trafficking, begging (bonded labor), and forced labor. The Bhartiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023, includes provisions concerning the buying and selling of sex.

Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956:

The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 (PITA), is the principal legislation on prostitution. It does not
legalize prostitution but criminalizes activities such as operating a brothel, living off prostitution earnings, procuring
individuals, and public solicitation. A brothel is defined as any premises used for sexual exploitation for the benefit of
others. Prostitution is characterized as sexual exploitation for commercial purposes, and a "prostitute™ is defined as
such. A "public place" encompasses any area accessible to the public. (Sec.2) The act of keeping or managing a brothel
is punishable by one to two years of rigorous imprisonment (RI) and a fine of Rs. 2000. Subsequent convictions result
in two to five years of RI and a Rs. 2000 fine. Similarly, landlords or tenants who knowingly permit premises to be
used as a brothel face up to two years' imprisonment and a Rs. 2000 fine, with penalties increasing up to five years for
repeated offences. (Sec.3. Individuals over 18 years of age who knowingly live off the earnings of another's prostitution
are subject to up to two years' imprisonment and a Rs. 1000 fine. If the earnings involve a child, the penalty ranges
from seven to ten years of imprisonment. Adults habitually in the company of a prostitute or exercising control over her
movements to facilitate or compel prostitution are presumed to be knowingly living on such earnings. (Sec.4)
Procuring, inducing, or taking a person for prostitution is punishable by three to seven years of imprisonment and a fine
for the following actions:

a) Procuring a person for prostitution, with or without consent;

b) Inducing someone to frequent a brothel for prostitution;

c) Transporting a person for the purpose of prostitution;

d) Causing or inducing someone to engage in prostitution Offences

Committed against a person's will carry a penalty of 7-14 years imprisonment. If the victim is a child, the penalty
ranges from seven years to life. (Sec.5) Detention within a brothel or premises for engaging in non-marital sexual
intercourse is subject to a penalty of seven to ten years or life imprisonment, accompanied by fines. An individual
found with a child in a brothel is presumed to have committed child detention. If a child in a brothel exhibits signs of
sexual abuse, it is presumed that the child is detained for prostitution. Detention is also presumed if an individual
withholds a woman's property or threatens legal action to prevent her from departing with her belongings. (Sec.6)
Prostitution conducted within 200 meters of public religious sites, educational institutions, hotels, or hospitals is
punishable by up to three months of imprisonment. Subsequent offences result in six months of imprisonment. If a
child is involved, the penalty increases to seven to ten years or life imprisonment, along with a fine. Landlords or
property owners who knowingly allow their premises to be used for prostitution face three months of imprisonment and
a fine, and subsequent offences result in six months of imprisonment. (Sec.7) Soliciting prostitution in or near public
places through words, gestures, or exposure is punishable by up to six months of imprisonment and a Rs. 500 fine.
Subsequent convictions result in up to one year of imprisonment and a Rs. 500 fine. Men committing such offences
face seven days to three months of imprisonment. (Sec.8) The seduction of a person in custody, or by someone in
authority over them, is punishable by seven to ten years or life imprisonment. (Sec.9) Female offenders found guilty of
public solicitation may be detained in correctional institutions for two to five years. Courts issue this order after
evaluating the offender's character, health, and potential benefits of discipline. (Sec.10A) Special or trafficking police
are authorized to enter and search premises where offences occur to remove individuals. (Sec.15) Upon receiving
information regarding brothel-based prostitution, magistrates may instruct the police to remove the individuals.
(Sec.16) These rescued individuals may be sent to protective homes for one to three years following their rescue.
(Sec.17 (4)) Individuals involved in prostitution may apply to a magistrate for care and protection, who may order their
stay in a protective home or corrective institution. (Sec.19) Magistrates may order the closure of brothels and eviction
of occupants if premises within 200 meters of public places are used for prostitution. Courts convicting individuals for
maintaining brothels or public solicitation may also order their eviction. (Sec.18) Magistrates may order the removal of
prostitutes from their jurisdiction in the public interest and prohibit their re-entry without written permission. (Sec.20)

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023:

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS), criminalizes the procurement or importation of minors for illicit
sexual activities, as well as their sale, purchase, and hiring for prostitution. Inducing a girl under the age of 18 to
accompany another person, with the intent or knowledge that she will be coerced into illicit intercourse, is subject to a
penalty of up to ten years of imprisonment and a fine, as stipulated in section 69. Similarly, the importation of a girl
under 21 years of age into India for such purposes incurs the same penalty, as outlined in Section 141. According to
Section 140 (4), the act of kidnapping or abducting any individual with the intent to subject them to grievous harm,
slavery, or unnatural lust is punishable by up to ten years of imprisonment and a fine. The sale, hiring, or disposal of a
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person under 18 for prostitution, illicit intercourse, or immoral purposes is punishable by up to ten years of
imprisonment and a fine. In cases where a female under 18 is disposed of to a prostitute or brothel manager, the law
presumes the intent to be prostitution, as stated in Section 98. Furthermore, the purchase or acquisition of the
possession of a person under 18 for prostitution or immoral purposes is punishable by seven to fourteen years of
imprisonment and a fine. If a prostitute or brothel manager acquires a female under 18 years of age, the law presumes
the intent to engage in prostitution, as specified in Section 99.

Judicial Response:

The Indian Judiciary has consistently expressed concern regarding the persistent increase in prostitution. It has
persistently criticized prostitution and advocated for a comprehensive plan aimed at rescuing and rehabilitating victims.
Furthermore, it has shown concern for the victims' family members. However, in recent rulings, the judiciary has
criticized forced rehabilitation and adopted a more lenient approach toward consensual relationships between
prostitutes and clients. In the case of Gaurav Jain V. Union of India (1989 INSC 387), the Supreme Court of India
observed that despite legislation intended to control prostitution, the issue has escalated, spreading from designated
areas to localities, thereby becoming a serious problem. The Apex Court ruled that children born to prostitutes should
be separated from their mothers and not permitted to reside in the environment of prostitute homes, particularly girls
who are vulnerable to being coerced into their mothers’ profession as they age. The Supreme Court further examined
the plight of prostitutes in Gaurav Jain v. Union of India (PIL Relief Petition) (AIR 1997, SC 3021). It issued directives
to prevent the induction of women into prostitution, rescue them from the exploitative flesh trade, and rehabilitate them
through welfare measures aimed at providing dignity, livelihood, and socio-economic empowerment to them. The court
emphasized that the state, non-governmental organizations, and concerned individuals must assist prostitutes, protect
them from prosecution, and rehabilitate them through education, financial support, marketing facilities, marriage, and
societal acceptance. The Apex Court remarked that victims of the flesh trade should be regarded as victims of adverse
socioeconomic circumstances rather than offenders. In Vishal Jeet v. Union of India (AIR 1990 SC 1412), the Supreme
Court noted that numerous impoverished children and young girls are coerced into the 'flesh market' and forced into the
'flesh trade, violating morality, decency, and human dignity. There is unanimous agreement that this reprehensible
crime should be eradicated at all levels through decisive action. The Apex Court called for an objective study and
investigation into its causes and effects. The Court directed the state and central governments to eradicate child
prostitution, the Devdasi system, and the Jogin tradition, and to protect children by preventing sexual abuse and
exploitation. It can be concluded that these two cases established foundational principles for several executive decisions
and numerous programs, emphasizing human rights and the state's responsibility to prevent such violations. The
Supreme Court in Budhadev Karmaskar v. State of West Bengal (AIR SC (CRIMINAL) 575) determined that the
Central and State Governments, through Social Welfare Boards, should develop nationwide rehabilitation schemes for
women who have been physically and sexually abused, commonly referred to as prostitutes. This decision is grounded
in the recognition that prostitutes, as human beings, possess the right to live with dignity under Article 21 of the
Constitution of India, and their issues require attention. Women are often driven to prostitution not by choice but
because of extreme poverty. If provided with opportunities for technical or vocational training, these women could earn
a livelihood through their acquired skills, rather than resorting to selling their bodies. Consequently, the Apex Court
mandated that the Central and State Governments devise schemes for technical and vocational training for sex workers
and sexually abused women in all Indian cities, specifying the providers of such training and ensuring employment and
market access for their products.

In Budhadev Karmaskar v. State of West Bengal (2022 (3) KHC 683), the Supreme Court of India
acknowledged sex work as a "profession” and instructed that adult, consenting sex workers should not face harassment,
arrest, or penalties from the police. The Apex Court invoked Article 142 to establish guidelines safeguarding the
dignity and Article 21 rights of sex workers. Key directives included: police must treat sex workers with dignity, refrain
from verbal or physical abuse, and not interfere with private consensual work; during brothel raids, voluntary sex
workers must not be arrested or victimized, with only unlawful brothel operators subject to penalization; governments
must issue voter I1Ds, ration cards, and Aadhaar cards based on NACO lists; authorities must survey Protective Homes
and provide rehabilitation schemes for abused and trafficked women seeking to exit; and children of sex workers have
rights to education and dignity and cannot be separated from their mothers solely due to the mother's profession. In
Prajwala v. Union of India (2026 INSC 609), the Supreme Court of India established a Victim Protection Plan for
survivors of human trafficking and sexual exploitation, recognizing rehabilitation under Articles 21 and 23 as a
fundamental right. The Apex Court issued directives such as: 1. Fundamental Right to Rehabilitation: The State must
provide rehabilitation resources but cannot impose rehabilitation or long-term care against a victim's will; 2.
Magisterial Threshold Inquiry: Magistrates must conduct an inquiry under Section 17 of the ITPA to prevent the
detention of voluntary sex workers and protect their consent, dignity, and autonomy; 3. State Accountability: The
framework sets protocols for rescues and reintegration.
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Problems with Law Enforcement:

While the law does not prohibit prostitution, it criminalizes associated activities, such as pimping, brothel-
keeping, and public solicitation. The legislation primarily aims to address trafficking rather than eradicating
prostitution. A significant proportion of prostitutes and trafficking victims originate from economically marginalized
backgrounds. Traffickers exploit these individuals by offering financial incentives or employment promises to entice
them and their families. In some cases, families burdened by debt may be coerced into surrendering women or girls to
alleviate their financial obligations to traffickers. Victims often fall prey to traffickers due to a lack of viable
alternatives, and familial collusion with traffickers can render the home environment perilous for children. Even after
rescue, victims remain at risk of being re-trafficked. The sex trade has become decentralized, shifting from brothels to
hotels, bars, and private residences, which complicates detection efforts. Collusion between the police and officials
often leads to victims distrusting rescuers. After rescue, women frequently serve as primary witnesses for the
prosecution. Due to protection requirements, family involvement, or social stigma, they may remain in government
custody for extended periods of time. For traumatized individuals, social isolation exacerbates their distress.

Victims trafficked to unfamiliar regions face severe mobility restrictions. The lack of education and skills,
which initially drives them into exploitation as a survival strategy, perpetuates their entrapment in this cycle of
exploitation. Economic vulnerability and social issues compel many women to engage in prostitution. Social stigma
and lack of skills hinder their pursuit of alternative livelihoods, particularly when their families rely on their income. In
some instances, victims eventually become procurers, thereby perpetuating this cycle. In the current neoliberal context,
affluent individuals, hotels, tourist destinations, and pilgrimage sites exploit women for profit. A bribery system
involving law enforcement and administrative bodies surrounds the trade. Given the criminalization of politics and high
returns on minimal investments, the involvement of influential figures is likely to increase. These complexities hinder
law enforcement and victim rehabilitation. The Indian government lacks a comprehensive policy to eradicate
prostitution, focusing instead on the rescue and rehabilitation of trafficking victims. As economic vulnerability is the
primary cause, eradicating trafficking is unattainable without mandatory education and alternative employment
opportunities for women.

Legislation of Prostitution

The law's ineffectiveness in curbing prostitution has led numerous NGOs and activists to advocate for
legalization, arguing that it would protect sex workers’ interests by reducing harm. They assert that the stigma and
marginalization associated with prostitution infringe on the human rights of sex workers, including their rights to
safety, medical aid, professional choice, and education. Conversely, anti-legalization activists contend that prostitution
constitutes violence against women and infringes on their fundamental human rights.
The arguments are summarized as follows.

Anti-Legalization Perspective:

1. Prostitution is not consensual sex or work; it is violence against women.

2. Women are often coerced into prostitution because of factors such as poverty, family issues, early sexual abuse,
and drug addiction.

3. Legalization cannot eradicate the inherent harm of prostitution and may foster an environment conducive to
trafficking.

Pro-Legalization Perspective:

1. Prostitution involves consensual sex between adults and is a form of employment.

2. Women choose to engage in prostitution.

3. Legalization can mitigate harm and enhance access to services and facilities.

The argument is structured around three primary points.

a) Consent

b) Prostitution as work

c) Legalization as a protective measure for prostitutes

a) Consent:

Proponents of legalization assert that adult women engage in prostitution by consent, whereas opponents contend that
coercion frequently influences this decision-making process. Genuine sexual consent necessitates respect and the
absence of coercion or manipulation. Given that prostitution is performed for monetary compensation, financial
necessity is a coercive element. Women often participate in prostitution for survival rather than for pleasure.
Consequently, financial need undermines the concept of consent, particularly in the contexts of poverty and trafficking.

b) Prostitution as a form of work

The Indian Constitution guarantees the right to practice any profession. Advocates of legalization argue that
criminalizing prostitution infringes on this right. However, a profession must be freely chosen and conducted under
equitable conditions for all. Most women enter prostitution due to poverty, familial issues, or trafficking rather than
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personal choice. Given that prostitution inherently involves abuse, health risks, and physical and psychological harm, it
does not qualify as a legitimate profession under the human rights law.

c) Legalization as a protective measure for prostitutes

Proponents of legalization argue that it shields prostitutes from police and criminal violence while enhancing access to

health care and education. However, the legalization of prostitution may foster an environment conducive to human

trafficking. In societies plagued by poverty and unemployment, legalization could inadvertently legitimize the coercion

of women into sex trafficking. Moreover, it is improbable that the stigma associated with the profession will be

eradicated or that access to services will be improved. Countries that have legalized prostitution have become new

destinations for traffickers, thereby undermining the arguments in favor of legalization of prostitution.

Conclusion and Suggestions

Despite existing legislation, the exploitation of women, particularly through prostitution, continues to escalate in India.

This phenomenon is deeply rooted in the structures of private property and monogamous family systems, persisting due

to women's economic vulnerability, which is exacerbated by the commodification of women’s bodies under

globalization. Contemporary human rights and constitutional frameworks emphasize equality, non-discrimination, and

the right to live with dignity for all. However, prostitution, characterized by a buyer-seller dynamic, contradicts this

principle. In patriarchal societies, it epitomizes unfree sexual relations, commodifies women's bodies, and denies them

personhood, thereby violating their right to equality. Dignity, integral to equality, relies on material conditions, such as

access to food, shelter, and employment, that enable women to participate as autonomous, equal members of society.

Most women enter prostitution due to poverty, unemployment, or trafficking, rendering the notion of "choice"

inapplicable to their circumstances. Prostitution is inherently violent, inflicting physical and psychological harm and

infringing on individuals' health and safety rights. Social stigmatization further marginalizes these women. Although

some activists advocate legalization, they often overlook the root causes; legalization cannot resolve discriminatory

treatment without addressing the underlying issues of economic vulnerability and trafficking.

Addressing prostitution is crucial for achieving gender equality and recognizing women as human beings and not

objects. Most women enter prostitution due to socio-economic discrimination, such as poverty, vulnerability, and lack

of alternatives. Mitigating this issue requires structural change. The state must develop policies for prevention and

rehabilitation: 1. The government should implement poverty alleviation, school retention, and employment programs in

areas with high trafficking rates; 2. States must provide basic health and education services in brothels while

maintaining vigilance to rescue minors from sexual exploitation; 3. Reform the Prevention of Immoral Traffic Act

(PITA) to dismantle trafficking networks and enhance victim rehabilitation, and enact specific legal provisions to

protect and rehabilitate trafficked children; 4. Decriminalize prostitution by removing Section 8 of the PITA concerning

public solicitation; 5. Prostitutes should receive vocational training and access to recreational activities; 6. Free medical

treatment should be provided to all prostitutes; 7. Conduct effective state-led programs to raise awareness of the causes

and implications of prostitution.
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