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JRD -2026-180130 This study explores the challenges and opportunities faced by women entrepreneurs in
ISSN: 2230-957¢  Kanyakumari district, a region known for its unique cultural and socio-economic dynamics. The research
aims to identify the primary obstacles that hinder the growth of women-led businesses, such as limited
access to finance, lack of mentorship, societal norms, and inadequate government support. Additionally,
the study highlights the opportunities available to women entrepreneurs in the district, including the
potential for growth in tourism, agriculture, and handicrafts, as well as the increasing use of digital
1Issue 1 platforms to expand market reach. By examining both challenges and opportunities, this paper provides
insights into strategies that can empower women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari to overcome barriers and
leverage available resources for sustainable business development. The findings of this study are intended
January - 2026 to contribute to policy formulation and support initiatives that enhance the entrepreneurial ecosystem for
women in the district.
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Women entrepreneurs play a vital role in the economic development of both urban and
rural areas, contributing to job creation, innovation, and community growth. In Kanyakumari
Published: 31Jan. 2026  district, located at the southernmost tip of India, women entrepreneurs have increasingly
become a significant force in transforming the local economy. Despite their growing presence,
women in this region face a unique set of challenges that often hinder their entrepreneurial
journey. These challenges are shaped by factors such as traditional gender roles, limited access
to finance, inadequate business networks, and lack of mentorship and training opportunities.
Kanyakumari district, known for its diverse economy driven by agriculture, tourism,
and handicrafts, presents a wealth of opportunities for women entrepreneurs. The district's
strategic location, natural resources, and cultural heritage provide a conducive environment for
small and medium enterprises (SMEs), especially in sectors like tourism, food processing,
textiles, and eco-friendly products. However, capitalizing on these opportunities requires
women entrepreneurs to navigate the socio-cultural barriers and structural issues that exist in the
region.
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This study aims to explore the dual landscape of challenges and opportunities faced by
women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari district. By understanding these dynamics, we seek to
provide insights into how women can leverage the district’s economic potential while
addressing the hurdles that limit their business growth. The research also examines the role of
government policies, local institutions, and community support in creating a more inclusive
entrepreneurial ecosystem that empowers women to thrive in their business endeavors.The
findings from this study will contribute to the development of strategies that can bridge the gap
between potential and reality for women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari, fostering a more
supportive environment for sustainable economic development.
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Objective of the Study

» To examine the major challenges faced by women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari district, including financial
barriers, societal norms, lack of training, and limited market access.

» To analyze the potential opportunities available for women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari, focusing on sectors
such as tourism, agriculture, handicrafts, and digital businesses.

» To evaluate the effectiveness of government policies, programs, and initiatives aimed at promoting and supporting
women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari district.

» To determine the specific skills and training needs required to enhance the capabilities of women entrepreneurs for
business growth and competitiveness.

» To propose actionable strategies and recommendations for overcoming challenges and creating a more supportive
ecosystem for women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari district.

Statement of the problem:

Women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari district have the potential to make significant contributions to the local
economy through job creation, innovation, and community development. However, their entrepreneurial journey is
often hindered by a range of socio-economic, cultural, and structural challenges that limit their growth and
sustainability. Despite the growing presence of women-led businesses in sectors like tourism, agriculture, and
handicrafts, they continue to face barriers such as limited access to finance, inadequate training and skill development,
societal norms, lack of market access, and insufficient government support.

These challenges are further compounded by traditional gender roles and stereotypes that restrict women's
mobility, decision-making capabilities, and participation in entrepreneurial activities. While there are opportunities for
growth in Kanyakumari's diverse economy, women entrepreneurs often struggle to leverage these prospects due to the
lack of resources and an enabling ecosystem. Additionally, awareness of digital platforms and the use of technology in
expanding market reach remain low among women entrepreneurs in the region.

The problem, therefore, lies in understanding the dual landscape of challenges and opportunities faced by
women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari district and finding effective strategies to bridge the gap. This study aims to
identify these challenges, analyze the potential growth areas, and propose actionable recommendations that can
empower women entrepreneurs to overcome barriers and achieve sustainable business success. The research also seeks
to highlight the role of government policies, community support, and skill development initiatives in creating a more
inclusive and supportive environment for women-led businesses in the district.

Challenges Faced by Women Entrepreneurs:

1. Access to Finance: One of the primary barriers for women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari is limited access to
financial resources. Traditional lending institutions often impose stringent requirements, such as collateral and credit
history, which many women find difficult to meet. This lack of financial support restricts their ability to invest in
business expansion and innovation.

2. Societal Norms and Gender Bias: Cultural expectations and societal norms can significantly impact women’s
entrepreneurial activities. Traditional gender roles often discourage women from pursuing business ventures or limit
their decision-making power within the family. This societal bias can create a challenging environment for women
looking to establish or grow their enterprises.

3. Lack of Training and Skills Development: Many women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari lack access to formal
training and skill development programs. This gap in knowledge and skills, particularly in areas such as business
management, marketing, and technology, can hinder their competitiveness in the market.

4. Limited Market Access: Women entrepreneurs often struggle to access broader markets due to insufficient
networking opportunities, lack of marketing knowledge, and challenges in establishing supply chains. This limits their
ability to scale their businesses and reach potential customers.

5. Inadequate Support from Government and Institutions: Although various government schemes and programs
exist to support women entrepreneurs, many are underutilized due to a lack of awareness or bureaucratic hurdles. The
effectiveness of these initiatives in addressing the specific needs of women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari remains
questionable.

Opportunities for Women Entrepreneurs

1. Growing Tourism Industry: Kanyakumari’s booming tourism sector offers a plethora of opportunities for women
entrepreneurs. From hospitality and travel services to local handicrafts and cultural experiences, women can leverage
the district's natural beauty and heritage to create successful businesses.

2. Handicrafts and Artisanal Products: Kanyakumari is known for its traditional handicrafts, and there is a growing
demand for locally-made, artisanal products. Women entrepreneurs can capitalize on this trend by creating unique
crafts that reflect the local culture and heritage.

3. Digital Transformation: The rise of digital platforms and e-commerce has opened new avenues for women
entrepreneurs. By utilizing online marketplaces and digital marketing, women can expand their reach beyond local
markets, allowing them to connect with customers nationally and internationally.
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4. Community and Networking Initiatives: There is an increasing number of NGOs and community organizations
focused on empowering women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari. These initiatives offer training, mentorship, and
networking opportunities that can help women overcome challenges and enhance their business skills.

Recommendations for Empowerment:

1. Enhancing Access to Finance: Financial institutions should develop more inclusive lending practices that cater
specifically to women entrepreneurs. Initiatives like microfinance and self-help groups can provide vital financial
support to women-led businesses.

2. Skill Development Programs: Tailored training programs should be established to equip women entrepreneurs with
essential skills in business management, marketing, and technology. Collaborations with local educational institutions
can facilitate this training.

3. Promoting Awareness of Government Schemes: Increased awareness campaigns about government support
programs can help women entrepreneurs’ access available resources. Simplifying the application process can further
encourage participation in these initiatives.

4. Strengthening Networking Opportunities: Creating platforms for women entrepreneurs to connect and collaborate
can foster a supportive community. Networking events, workshops, and mentorship programs can help build valuable
relationships and share best practices.

5. Encouraging Societal Change: Efforts should be made to challenge traditional gender norms and promote the value
of women entrepreneurs in society. Awareness campaigns can play a crucial role in changing perceptions and
encouraging more women to engage in entrepreneurial activities.

Conclusion

The study on women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari District has highlighted a complex interplay of challenges
and opportunities that shape their entrepreneurial journeys. Despite the region's rich cultural heritage and economic
potential, women face significant obstacles that hinder their ability to start and grow successful businesses. These
challenges include limited access to finance, entrenched societal norms and gender biases, inadequate skills and
training, restricted market access, and insufficient support from governmental and institutional frameworks.

However, alongside these challenges, there are numerous opportunities available for women entrepreneurs in
Kanyakumari. The burgeoning tourism industry, the potential for agribusiness, the increasing demand for handicrafts,
and the rise of digital platforms present viable avenues for women to capitalize on their unique strengths and skills.
Additionally, community support initiatives and government programs aimed at empowering women can play a critical
role in facilitating entrepreneurial success.

To foster a more conducive environment for women entrepreneurs, it is essential to implement targeted
strategies that address the identified challenges. This includes enhancing access to finance through more inclusive
lending practices, promoting skill development programs tailored to women’s needs, and increasing awareness of
available government schemes. Creating networking opportunities and support systems can further empower women by
fostering collaboration and knowledge sharing.

Ultimately, empowering women entrepreneurs in Kanyakumari District is not only vital for individual
businesses but also for the overall economic growth and social development of the region. By overcoming barriers and
leveraging available opportunities, women can contribute significantly to the local economy, drive innovation, and
inspire future generations of female entrepreneurs. The findings of this study serve as a foundation for further research
and action, highlighting the need for collaborative efforts among stakeholders—including government agencies, NGOs,
and the business community—to build an inclusive and supportive entrepreneurial ecosystem for women in
Kanyakumari District.
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