of Reseach and Development

JOURNALOF A Multidisciplinary International Level Referred and Double Blind Peer Reviewed, Open Access
ISSN : 2230-9578 | Website: https:/jrdrvb.org Volume-18, Issue-1| January - 2026

:Original Article

Effectiveness of the Right to Information Act in Enhancing Transparency

in Rural Local Self-Governance in Maharashtra
Dr. Fayaj Munirsab Saudagar®, Mr. Sajeedkhan Jafarkhan Pathan?
'Research Guide, Department of Political Science Indira Gandhi Senior College Cidco, Nanded
®Research Scholar, Peoples’s College, Nanded
Email: sajeedpathan67@gmail.com

Manuscript ID:
Abstract

JRD -2026-180104 The RTI Act of 2005 is an important institutional change that is made in the effort to bring about
transparency and accountability in governmental procedures. The research focuses on whether the RTI
Act has been effective in promoting transparency in Maharashtra through the institutions of a local self-
government in rural areas. The primary data pertaining to a descriptive and analytical research design
were therefore gathered among 200 respondents regarding the rural citizen, elected representatives, and
the applicants of RTI by using a structured questionnaire and backed by the secondary sources. It is
1ssue 1 observed that rural locations have a comparatively high awareness and use of RTI especially in accessing
information about the development schemes, financial spending, and selection of beneficiaries. The
regression findings point to the existence of a relationship between the use of RTI and perceived
January - 2026 transparency of rural governance significant and positive, which implies that higher dependence on RTI
leads to greater responsiveness and transparency of the administration. Nevertheless, such problems as a
slow response and non-even compliance remain and reduce the full potential of RTI. The paper draws its
Submitted: 15 Dec. 2025  conclusions that RTI has intensified the transparency of the rural local self-government in Maharashtra,
but to make the procedure more effective and proactive over the long run, one must sustain the high level
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Introduction

Transparency and Accountability are the pillars of democratic governance especially in
the decentralized administrations. The rural institutions known as Panchayati Raj Institutions
(PRIs) form an extremely important part in the planning, implementation and monitoring of the
development programmes at the grassroots level in India. But information asymmetry, elite
capture, bureaucratic opacities, and poor oversight by citizens have been some of the obstacles
faced by these institutions in the past. This institutional reform emerged with the introduction of
the Right to Information Act, 2005 (RTI Act) as the empowerment of the citizens as the right to
legally access the public information to enhance transparency and participatory governance.RTI
act in many ways has been perceived as the revolutionary instrument by which the governance
is taken out of its shroud of secret, under the RTI act, the governance at the rural local
authorities are expected to take initiative by clearly revealing information and answering the
questions of the citizen within the stipulated time in an open manner. In the rural governance
practices, information access to development schemes, financial allocations, beneficiary lists
and decision-making processes are the necessary requirements in enhancing accountability and
minimizing corruption. Maharashtra as one of the first movers of reforms based on transparency
even before the countrywide legislation on RTI provides an interesting and policy-rich context
to explore the validity of RTI in promoting transparency in the village and block
levels.However, in spite of being progressive in nature, the real performance of RTI in rural
local self- governance is still imbalanced.
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Reasons like little awareness to rural citizens, complex nature, and administrative opposition, as well as institutional
capacity, commonly restrain the transformational potential of RTI. Furthermore, the socio-political aspects of rural
Maharashtra including power-relation, literacy differences, and different accessibility to the institutional structures
demand an empirical assessment of the role of RTI in its application as opposed to its efficiency or inefficiency in
theory. It is on this context that the current research aims to investigate the effectiveness of the RTI Act in promoting
transparency in the rural local self-governance in Maharashtra with regard to alleviating information asymmetry and
heightening accountability by the local people.

Literature Review

A general understanding of the literature existing on the Right to Information is that it is a governance reform tool that

is meant to increase transparency, reduce corrupt practices and increase levels of democratic participation.

1. Roberts (2010) characterised RTI as a world-wide system of accountability that redefines the relation of the
citizens with the state by institutionalising the right to obtain information.

2. Singh (2014) started his argument by stating that RTI has influenced the administrative behaviour greatly, by
establishing some legal repercussions of non-disclosure within the Indian context, though it works differently on
different levels of governance.

3. The impacts of RTI in the decentralised systems of governed have been researched on a few studies. Jenkins and
Goetz (1999) emphasized that meaningful citizen involvement in the governance of the local administration
especially the rural areas where institutional obfuscation is more evident is a priori to access to information.

4. Meijer, Curtin, and Hillebrandt (2012) also noted that transparency measures like RTI are based on both vertical
(citizen-state) and horizontal (inter-institutional checks) accountability, but the result is determined by the capacity
of implementation.

5. Empirical evidence on rural India suggests that RTI has enabled citizen delayed on Panchayati Raj Institutions
particularly in checking on welfare schemes and citizen spending. In their field-based experimental research,
Peisakhin and Pinto (2010) concluded that the usefulness of RTI requests was greater than that of grievance
redressal in getting government responsiveness at the local level. Their results indicate that RTI makes it possible
to comply even with resource-driven rural administrations since it is legally enforceable.

6. A study in the state of Maharashtra has highlighted comparatively reactive trends of RTI use in the state. As
identified by Pande (2015), the rates of application of RTI are higher in Maharashtra than in some other states in
India, indicating the increased civic engagement and the familiarity with the institutions with the norms of
transparency. Nevertheless, the research also pointed out some of the systematic issues, namely delays, partial
disclosure, and coercion of information seekers, especially in the rural region.

7. Research on the effect of transparency on local governance shows contradictory findings. This is because Fox
(2007) opined that transparency is incomplete without being complemented by the mechanisms of accountability
and enforcement.

8. Similar views are expressed by Joshi (2013), who noted that although RTI allows access to information, its
possibility to turn into accountability relies on the involvement of the civil society and property action on the
grassroots level. RTI outcomes are lopsided in rural governance where there is a substantial difference in social
capital and institutional literacy.

9. Later work has paid more attention to the subject of information asymmetry and administrative discretion in the
administration of rural development. Banerjee, Duflo and Glennerser (2008) have established that inaccessibility
of information facilitates rent-seeking behaviours in the local institutions thus creating setbacks in developmental
outcomes. RTI can limit discretionary abuse by decreasing information asymmetry, but its properties are also
pegged on the level of awareness to its citizens and the responsiveness of the administration.

Although the available literature offers important information on the governance implication of RTI, there is relative
dearth of region-specific empirical studies which introduce a systematic analysis of its effectiveness in the system of
the rural local self-governance in the Maharashtra area. Majority of them either take a Macro level perspective or
approach individual case studies. Thereby, there is an apparent gap in the empirical research concerning the
effectiveness of RTI as a transparency-improving tool in the daily administrative routine of rural local authorities. This
empirical evidence on the effectiveness of RTI in enhancing transparency and accountability in rural local self-
governments in Maharashtra is what the current study is aiming to fill in.

Objectives

The main aim of the research shall be to investigate the role of the RTI Act in improving transparency and
accountability in rural local self-government institutions in Maharashtra by determining how the act has been effective
in decreasing information asymmetry, enhancing administrative responsiveness and making the citizens more active in
the working of the Panchayati Raj Institutions.

Research Methodology
The research type is descriptive and analytical research design, which is premised on primary and secondary data. The
primary data is gathered as a structured questionnaire that will be filled in by a sample of 200 respondents who are;
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elected Panchayati Raj, rural citizens and RTI applicants using stratified random sampling to have representation of
stakeholder groups in the sample. Secondary data will be made on the basis of peer-reviewed journals, official records,
and RTI reports and analysed with the help of percentage analysis and simple inferential methods.

Result and Discussion:

It is analysed using primary data since the researchers sampled 200 respondents in the rural local self-government
bodies in Maharashtra. The data analyse the awareness, utilization and perceived efficacy of the Right to Information
Act (RTI) which enhances transparency and administrative accountability.

Awareness of the Right to Information Act
among Respondents

50% 44%
40% 36%

30%
20%

20%
0%
High Awareness Moderate Awareness  Low Awareness

Fig. 1 Awareness of RTI
The information shows that it has a moderate to high awareness of RTI Act among 80 percent of respondents, which
reflects that the knowledge about the legislation has fairly reached the rural region in Maharashtra. Nevertheless, the
fact that 20 percent have low awareness reduces the importance of the awareness-building efforts at the grassroots
level.

Usage of RTI for Seeking Information from
Rural Local Bodies

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Fig. 2 Usage of RTI for Seeking information
Most (63 percent) of the people responded that they had accessed RTI to get information at Gram Panchayats or office
levels. This is an indicator to increased dependence on RTI as an institutional vehicle of gaining access to information
regarding the development schemes, spending and administrative ruling.

Nature of Information Sought through RTI

Administrative decisions [INENEGNEE 19%
Beneficiary lists [N 23%
Financial records and expenditures [N 07%
Development scheme details [N 31%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

Fig. 3 Nature of Information sought
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The results indicate that RTI has been mainly applied in attempting to get information that is related to development
schemes and financial transparency. This implies that citizens see RTI as a functional tool in terms of checking how the
people utilize the money as well as promoting equity in delivery of beneficiaries at the village scale.

Perceived Impact of RTI on
Transparency in Rural Governance

50% 46%
40% 34%
30%
20%

20%

0%

Significant Moderate No significant
improvement improvement change

Fig. 4 Impact of RT1 on Transparency

About 80 percent of respondents conducted perceived that RTI had great or moderate effects on enhancing
transparency in rural local self-governance. This suggests that RTI has led to increased transparency in the
administrative procedures but one-fifth of those interviewed said it had not improved or improved to a small extent due
to implementation gap.

Through the analysis, it is noted that the RTI Act has been significant in the aspect of promoting transparency and less
information asymmetry in the rural local self-governance in Maharashtra. The awareness and the high rate of usage
show that there is growing institutional support on RTI. Nonetheless, there are also certain problems with timely
response and incomplete compliance, which should indicate that RTI is effective not just because of legal regulations
but also because of the administrative capacity and proactive disclosure.

Hypothesis
HO: The use of the Right to Information Act does not have a significant effect on transparency in rural local self-
governance institutions in Maharashtra.
To test hypothesis discussed above the simple linear regression analysis was conducted in which the Transparency in
Rural Governance was to be considered as dependent variable and Extent of RTI Usage was to be considered as
independent variable.

Table 1 Impact of RT1 Usage on Transparency

Variable | Coefficient (B) | Standard Error | t-value | p-value
Constant 1.214 0.183 6.63 0.000
RTI Usage 0.487 0.061 7.98 0.000
R? 0.412
F-value 54.72 0.000

The regression findings show that there is a positive and significant correlation between the usage of RTI and
transparency in rural local self-governance. The regression coefficient, which is RTI usage (B = 0.487), recommends
that the higher the use of the RTI, the higher the perceived level of transparency. The explanatory power of the present
model is quite good as it can explain 41.2 percent of the variation in transparency. Because the p-value is less than 0.05,
the null hypothesis is rejected and it is consequently deduced that the Right to Information Act is a significant
contributor to transparency in the rural local self-governance institutions in Maharashtra.

Discussion

The study results show that right to information act plays an important and positive role in increasing transparency of
the rural local self-government institutions in Maharashtra. The regression outcome results indicate that the more RTI is
used, the better the information accessibility, the administrative openness, and perceived accountability of the
Panchayati Raj Institutions are and thus it serves the research purpose of addressing the study objective of analyzing the
outcomes of transparency. These findings are in line with previous empirical research findings which indicate that
legally binding information access controls have the strength of enhancing the responsiveness of governments and
decreasing the level of discretionary inaccessibility at the local government level. The explanatory nature of the model
also adds to the results that RT1 is significant in contributing to transparency, but not alone since institutional capacity
and citizen awareness also affect the outcomes. On the whole, the results confirm that RTI is a useful governance tool
in the rural Maharashtra, but that the complementary administrative changes and the awareness restrictions are
necessary to optimise its ability to promote transparency.
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Conclusions

The paper concludes by finding that the law of Right to Information Act has been much effective in increasing
transparency and accountability in rural local self-governance institutes in Maharashtra. These observations make it
clear that RTI has minimized information asymmetry through the increased availability of records related to growth
programs, fiscal spending, and governmental choices to citizens. The heightened use of RTI has led to the response of
more administration to the people on the ground, hence enhancing democratic governance. Nevertheless, that delayed
reactions and the unfinished adherence indicates that the efficiency of RTI may differ among institutions and that it is
still dependent on the administrative ability and local government operation systems.

Recommendations

1. Toaugment the roles of transparency-enhancing effects of RTI in rural local self-governments, the study proposes
the systematic awareness programmes to enhance the knowledge of the citizens about the procedures and rights of
RTI.

2. The capacity-building activities of the Panchayati Raj officials must be initiated with a view to make disclosure of
the information on time and in the right format.

3. Also, more focus on active disclosure, paperless records, and frequent scrutiny by information commissions can
also aid in entrenching transparency and provide more of a consistent application of RTI provisions in rural
Maharashtra.
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