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Abstract  
Gandhian philosophy resonates in much acclaimed New Education Policy (NEP)2020 which  

speaks of  rootedness of education system  in Indian ethos not only in thought, but also in spirit, intellect, 
and deeds.  NEP 2020 has harbingered a new beginning for Indian education system in 21st century, 
pragmatically emphasising  upon the greater need to develop ‘foundational capacity’ for literacy and 
numeracy and also ‘cognitive capacities’ to ensure a holistic development of an individual. It exhibits  a 
paradigmatic shift from inputs to outcomes, giving a great blow to Macaulayian scheme  which catered  to 
the colonial  interest. The focus on outcome-based education with integration of value-based education, 

vocational education, employability and entrepreneurial skills in students  finds traces of  Gandhian 
thought and philosophy of education. Gandhi still remains alive through his doctrines and principles of  
social and collective transformation across the globe. The uniqueness of Gandhiji lies in intensification of 
self and affirmation /avowal of faith in the  human spirit as well as spiritual orientation and practices in 
everyday matters. And this brings the focus of  paper which tries to  engage Gandhi  and his doctrines in 
the framework of NEP2020 and find  its relevance  in  contemporary times. 
Keywords: Gandhi,  Educational  Philosophy, Basic Education,  Current  Educational System  and NEP 
2020. 
Engaging Gandhi in National Education Policy(NEP) 2020 

Our system of education leads to the development of the mind, body and soul. The ordinary system cares 
only for the mindi. 

Introduction 

The above words of Mahatma Gandhi epitomise the core of his  educational philosophy 

and thought.    Knowledge gained through education  is not about mind only  but a  synergy of 

mind, body and spirit which leads to holistic  human development. Gandhiji had always shown 

his concern   the prevailing   education system which lacked craft-centred training,  character 
building, employability and vocational skills for the learners. Gandhiji always emphasised upon 

the  developmental aspects of education and not on  its tools and subjects. To him, education 

together with mental   development, is also an ‗awakening of the soul‘, and ‗strengthening of  

inner voice‘. True education, as he opined, brings about a harmonious functioning of the body, 

mind and soul which stimulates the spiritual, intellectual and physical power. After several 

decades, a similar shift in the philosophy of New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is visible, which 

speaks of broadness of educational principles, goals and vision, be it reducing distinctions 

between academic and vocational streams, or encouraging multilingualism, or providing 

flexibility to students to go for the choice based courses, or efforts to encourage participation 

among  local community. The New Education Policy is a departure from the primordial form of 

rote learning which does not lead to the expected outcomes of human development which 
Gandhiji talked about .  
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This provides a significant opportunity to trace and connect with Gandhiji in day to day realities of life 

through the new and futurist prescriptions/framework of NEP 2020. Addressing the contemporary needs of education in 

the changing global context NEP 2020 is trying to preserve and promote India‘s societal and cultural values which 

adorn the vision of Gandhiji. Gandhian  ideas and thoughts were always context and time specific. Gandhiji continued 
experiments with life  made him quite flexible  and liberal towards change, although at times he was critiqued by some 

scholars  for his rigidity. Thus,  the need of the hour is to revisit Gandhiji and  find out the relevance of  his ideas and 

thoughts even today.  Below quoted words of Gandhiji   explained that neither he was for cultural isolation nor he ever 

opposed change. I do not want my house to be  walled in on all sides and my windows to be stuffed. I want the culture 

of all lands to be blown about my house as freely as possibleii. Gandhian lens perceive education as a powerful 

instrument for social transformation. Gandhiji perceived education to be enabler because in his views education is an 

exercise  which is essential for social, moral, political and economic progress. To him formal literacy did not mean real 

education. In the words of Gandhiji, Education is that which liberates‘ is as true today as it was before. Education here 

does not mean mere spiritual knowledge, nor does liberation signify only spiritual liberation after death. Knowledge 

includes all training that is useful for the service of mankind and liberation means freedom from all manner of 

servitude……slavery to domination from outside and to one's own artificial needs.iii 
If we analyse the current education system in India we find that it  was prepared to suit the needs and 

requirements of the colonial education system the legacy of which  still continued in India. The existing education 

system echoed the educational views of Macaulay which gave importance to the propagation of European literature and 

science to suit the colonial interests. Ultimately, this led to the neglect of vernacular Indian literature and the artsiv. It is 

well known fact that Macaulay educational system was very much designed in accordance with the colonial interests 

which just aimed at producing only subservient academic clerks. It focussed only on employment and creates the 

obsession to memorise, rote learning and passing the examinations. In fact, it should always be remembered that the 

colonial education system had a dual purpose: one, to strengthen the foundations of the colonial superpower, i.e.,  

British rule and two to  strengthen the theological and philosophical canons of Christianity.v It was  unable to address 

the learner's interest.   Thus, to make it  relevant the educational needs have to be refashioned in accordance with the 

fast changing world.vi  Gandhiji held the view that the existing educational system was stuffing the students with 

information which had no direct and obvious application in their everyday lives and practices. ‗Our education has got to 
be revolutionised‘ said Gandhi in 1939. With the new National Education Policy, having launched there is lot of hope, 

aspiration along with eagerness and enthusiasm among people towards its implementation. 

Moving ahead, if we compare the Indian and western philosophical traditions  of education  we find  that 

Indian tradition gives importance to the essence of creating a sense of universal humanhood and spirituality whereas the 

western tradition stresses upon the pragmatic view of life to measure the value of the man in accordance to his/her 

utility in the societyvii. However, in order to meet the new emerging challenges of  the modern world and adapt to the 

educational demands  and requirements  of the learners in the twenty-first century, the Indian philosophy of education 

needs to maintain a proper balance between past and present and its futuristic goals. Therefore, learners‘ orientation 

should be towards celebrating diversity in social and cultural traditions along with scientific temper. viiiThe educational 

institution has to take a constructive role to maintain the inter-linkages between science, spirituality and technology. ix 

Historical  Backdrop of National Education Policies 
Now let us take a glance into the past initiatives   taken for the educational advancement in the post colonial or 

free India. Historical records speak of constitution of several commissions in India, like University Education 

Commission (1948–1949),Secondary Education Commission (1952–1953), Education Commission or Kothari 

Commission (1964–1966), and the University Grants Commission (November 1956), etc., which  came up with several   

and recommendations to modernize the education systems of India. Among all these commissions, Kothari 

Commissions was most comprehensive in nature, it reviewed almost all aspects of the education system without 

limiting itself to any one particular aspect, unlike the Commissions that came before and after it. Based on the reports 

and recommendations of the Kothari Commission the then government drafted the first NEP in 1968. The First 

National Policy on Education, 1968 was considered to have come up with "radical reform." It suggested equal 

opportunities (for both rural and urban sectors) of education to achieve national integration and tremendous cultural and 

economic development. 

Almost after eighteen years in 1986,  the government of that time launched a new Second National Policy on 
Education which was brought for promoting education at all economic levels. The implemented   policy was known for 

"Special Emphasis on the Elimination of Inequalities and to equalise the Educational Opportunity‖, irrespective of the 

caste (scheduled caste, scheduled tribes), gender (predominantly for females), and economic status. This Second NPE 

was known for the "child-centered approach" especially for primary education, and, thus, initiated a very popular 

educational reform known as "Operation Blackboard." Later on some  amendments were made  in Second National 
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Policy on Education in1992 and 2005 and  Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 and Rights 

of persons with Disabilities(RPWD)Act 2016. Educational Policy in 2020 which has been drafted is  now  all over the 

country. The  new NEP 2020 which is in the process of initiation by educational institutions on broader level across the 

country is considered to be  a huge step in the right direction, which focusses on the holistic development of students by 
ensuring access, relevance, equity, quality and strong foundational learning. After tracing the history of national 

educational policies in history, now  let us take a plunge into vision, philosophy, goals, objectives and the contents of 

New Educational Policy (NEP 2020)  and locate /search the resonance of Gandhian perspectives in it step by step.  

NEP 2020 : Its Vision & Philosophy 

The National Education Policy 2020 is the first comprehensive education policy of the 21st century. It  is 

based on the principle that education must develop not only cognitive capacities( both the ‗foundational capacities ‘of 

literacy and numeracy and ‗higher-order‘ cognitive capacities, such as critical thinking and problem solving) but also 

social, ethical, and emotional capacities and dispositions.x 

The Policy gets its inspiration and  stimulation from rich heritage of ancient and eternal Indian knowledge, thought and 

philosophy. The pursuit of knowledge (Jnan), wisdom (Pragyaa), and truth (Satya) was always considered as the 

highest human goal in our Indian philosophy. The aim of education in ancient India was not just the acquisition of 
knowledge as preparation for life in this world, or life beyond schooling, but for the complete realization and 

liberation of the self.
xi If we situate the saying/motto of realization and liberation of self within Gandhian context, it 

implies self -introspection, self -evaluation and self- transformation backed by self -restraint, self -accountable and self- 

practice. According to Gandhiji, Self plays an important role in the life of any individual. 

This New Education Policy 2020 too envisions an education system ‗rooted in Indian ethos that helps in 

transforming India, sustainably into an equitable and vibrant knowledge society. This necessitates to provide high-

quality education to all, and thereby making India a global knowledge superpower‘.xii The vision of the Policy is to 

instill among the learners a deep-rooted pride in being Indian, not only in thought, but also in spirit, intellect, and deeds, 

as well as to develop knowledge, skills, values, and dispositions that support responsible commitment to human rights, 

sustainable development and living, and global well-being, thereby, reflecting a truly global citizenxiii. 

 NEP 2020 says, The purpose of education system is to develop good human beings capable of rational thought and 

action, possessing compassion and empathy, courage and resilience, scientific temper and creative imagination with 
sound ethical moorings and values.xiv 

 

Gandhian Philosophy of Education: Some Significant Characteristics 

 For Gandhiji the aim of education was not the development of an individual but the development of society 

and nation. Therefore, the type of education imparted to the  individual who constitutes society and nation, becomes 

very significant. Gandhiji believed that individual‘s growth is nothing but the growth of society and nation. For him 

education was an embodiment of his observation/perception of an ideal society consisting of self- reliant, industrious, 

self-respecting, generous ideal and accommodative citizens. For him education is for, through  and throughout life – a 

process of learning to refashion oneself. It is a process and not one time action. 

Gandhian philosophy of education contains all the basic elements which any good philosophy of education should 

have. It is not mere theorizing but practicing and doing of education. The three components of education, the body, the 
mind and the spirit stands for harmonious development of all aspects of human  personality, physical, intellectual and 

spiritual and so on. 

Gandhiji has himself described, 

By education  I mean an all round development drawing out of the best in child‘s and man‘s body, mind and spirit. 

Literacy is neither the beginning nor the end of education. This is only a means through which man or woman can be 

educate.xv 

 All these find better illustrations  in  his Nai Talim (New Education). /Buniyadi Shiksha(Basic Education) a well  

formulated approach of his time to revamp the education system. It was long back in 1937 in National Education 

Conference held in Wardha Gandhi presented a draft of national education which is known as Basic Education/Nai 

Talim.xviGandhiji‘s Nai Talim‘, was ‗learning by doing‘ method. Gandhiji  having  anticipated the future   implications 

of  colonial legacy long back   advocated this alternative to revamp the education system.xvii 

 The scheme of Basic Education or the Wardha scheme or Nai Talim is comprehensive because it looks upon education 
as an instrument of socio-economic progress, material advancement, political evolution and moral development for 

individuals in society. It  was a blend of theory and practice. Gandhiji in his journal Harijan stated that, ‗any basic craft 

to serve as a medium for education must answer the test of universality.Craft, art, health and education should all be 

integrated into one scheme.‘xviii 

To quote Gandhiji (1946), 
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Nai Talim is a beautiful blend of all the four and covers the whole education of the individual from the time of 

conception to the moment of death….. Instead of regarding craft and industry as different from education, I will regard 

the former as the medium for the latter.xix 

However,  in the post independence period, in 1978,  we find  that   the role of Nai Talim being confined/ marginalised 
under the  scheme known as  the Socially Useful Productive Work (SUPW)  in the form of craft-work alone by the 

government. Gradually in  later years , in 2005 National Curriculum Framework included the concept ‗work and 

education‘  highlighting its value in knowledge attainment, skills formation and value creation. Nai Talim always 

remained a marginalised system and could never integrate with the mainstream education till recent years. It has been 

unfortunate for us that such well formulated approach  based on the holistic development was not given serious 

treatment by the scholars and the State. As a matter of  fact  the carried colonial legacy had put the prevailing education 

in dilemmas. After more than two decades the state realising the fault lines thought of overhauling the entire system 

through NEP 2020 which also  envisions overall development focussing on physical, mental, individual and social 

development, cultural, moral and character development, vocational and spiritual development reflective of  Gandhian 

educational prescription  of self-reliance, character building,  culture preservation, all round development  based on the 

3R’s formula and  inculcation of ethical values of life. 

Self-Reliance Vs. Vocational Education 

 Vocational training or work experience has been attached utmost importance in Gandhian model. Education is 

clearly linked with the socio-economic development of the nation.  He never thought of  making  craft education to be 

substitute for education, but on the contrary he wanted to make it a crucial addition to it. It emphasised on  the making 

of student / individual  self-supporting and  self-reliant. Gandhiji talked about skills like handicraft, agriculture, cattle 

rearing etc. which might not be totally relevant to today‘s context but it certainly offers viable and more contemporary 

alternatives like digital skilling, handicrafts, etc. He believed that this kind of education is self-serving, sustainable, and 

lifelong. Learning while earning or vice versa is one of the basic components of the self-supporting system. 

 This model perceived the teachers as key  players.  Teachers play   most crucial role  as they are  not just the enablers 

but are also co-learners in this process. Gandhi was the view  that students must cease to be mere imitators  instead 

should be brave and bold to have meaningful dialogues with their teachers  or instructors. This creates a  more engaging 

learning environment, something which has clearly been the priority of the NEP 2020. 

Character Building 

According to Gandhiji  the aim of education is character-building which   serves as the only sure foundation 

for nation-building. To him character meant creation of a pattern of living based on Truth (Satya) and non-violence 

(Ahimsa). By Truth he meant not only truth in speech but in a much wider sense. There should be truth in thought and 

truth in action. But how does one realise and inculcate the value of truth? And herein lies the important role of teachers 

who  play  significant role in shaping the character and overall  personality of children which  has been greatly 

emphasised by NEP 2020. The teachers can be greatly instrumental in infusing the principles of truth and non-violence 

in students  as mentors and role models for them.    

It was because of this Gandhiji gave utmost importance to the character and quality of teachers. To him education was 

not the various aspects of knowledge taught in  school room, but the hundred qualities of character and strength which 

the students imbibe from the life of the teacher for ever. The purpose of the teacher is not merely to stimulate 
intellectual faculties in the taught, but also to inculcate high thoughts and ideals. As he mentioned in his letter with 

regard to the Champaran schools, ―the chief thing aimed at is contact of children with men and women of culture and 

unimpeachable moral character.xx‖ This served as  the essence of education for Gandhi. Further, he said that character-

building which  implies cultivation of moral values such as courage, righteousness, self-restraint and service of 

humanity can be found in his writings in 1908 in  Hind Swaraj  where he Gandhi wrote, 

Character building has the first place in it, and that is primarily education. A building erected on that will last.xxi 

His firm conviction on character building was  reinforced in Young India on June1, 1921,  

My experience has proved to my satisfaction that literary training by itself adds not an inch to one‘s moral height and 

that character building is independent of literary training. I am firmly of the opinion that the Government schools have 

unmanned us, rendered us helpless and godless. They have filled us with discontent, and providing no remedy for the 

discontent, have made us despondentxxii. 

 One may not entirely agree with Gandhi but neither one can  negate the observation  made by him. The 
present scenario of  the educational institutions starting from primary, secondary to higher level of education is  that  

students  have become totally  disoriented and lost, bereft of any values and  their energy being misdirected toward 

some other insignificant issues. Students are  only craving and running after  getting degrees by hook or crook. 

Newspapers are dotted with such incidents  of fraudulent practices. For many knowledge and  values play secondary 
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role. The present educational institutions  so far had been the degrees producing institutions catering to quantitative and 

not the qualitative aspects of life. In would be no exaggeration  if we say that in the last few decades jargon terms like 

knowledge economy, innovation, digitalisation, have evolved. These terminologies have stimulated great debates 

among scholars. Let us ponder upon the implications of these  words and terminologies. All these terms have been in 
focus to meet the global  competitiveness and competencies and not social, ethical or practical aspects of life. Missing 

of  moral, spiritual and ethical values  has created  unrest, violence, territorial expansion, warfare at the cost of 

humanity, nationally and internationally. Where do we look for solace ? How do we overcome the present crisis? No 

doubt,  Gandhian philosophy and thought  can serve as recovery or reconstruction pills. NEP 2020  also  speaks for 

good human beings capable of rational thought and action, possessing compassion and empathy, courage and 

resilience, scientific temper and creative imagination speaks of   with sound ethical moorings and values.xxiii 

Inculcation of Ethical Values of Life 

 As already stated above, the  erosion of  ethical values ,youth unrest, ecological violence and increasing 

skepticism have  gripped the  contemporary social contours, and this has brought to  focus the need of revival of past 

goodness and virtues  of  indigenous Indian heritage and lifestyle. Unless, environmental, social and community 

consciousness, moral values, intra-personal  skills,  are  inculcated in young minds through education,  development 
and growth   of a nation and an individual  in true sense cannot be possible. It should be always remembered that  

ethical values are  inculcated and not learnt. It needs to be internalised and  be learnt through personal and exemplary 

conduct. They are  not preached, but practised and lived by doing. Gandhiji  having  advocated such moral, spiritual, 

social, ethical and aesthetic values tried  to  establish a balance between individual development and social harmony, 

spiritual and material outlook and physical and intellectual development of an individual which he considered as the 

aim and purpose of education. Gandhi emphasized on ethics so does the New Education Policy 2020. 

All Round Development 
 Advocating always for the  development of whole of an  individual  Gandhiji wanted to educate the hand, 

heart and head of the child. Thus, he emphasized on ‗3H‘s instead of  3R‘s as the purpose/aim  of education on the 

similar lines of  progressive educationists like Dewey, Tagore, Pastalozzi and others.  Education for him has to  be  the 

synthesis of heart, head body and spirit. It was beyond literacy or literal meaning.  

He opined,  
By education I mean an all - round drawing out of the best in child and man-body mind and spirit. Literacy is not the 

end of education not even the beginning. It is one of the means whereby man and women can be educated. Literacy in 

itself is no education. xxiv 

Preservation of Culture &Emphasis on Mother tongue  

 Gandhian  emphasis on culture and its preservation and enhancement as an important aim of education  is  

similarly mapped out  in the  NEP 2020   which  ‘envisions an education system rooted in Indian ethos that contributes 

directly to transforming India, that is Bharat, sustainably into an equitable and vibrant knowledge society, by providing 

high-quality education to all, and thereby making India a global knowledge superpower.’xxv He considered culture as 

the main foundation and essential part of education. He said, ‗I attach far more importance to the cultural aspect of 

education than to the literary‘.xxvi Besides, advocated that vocational education and cultural education should go side by 

side. 
 Gandhiji favoured that education should be imparted in mother tongue.  Gandhij‘s life and principles have repeatedly 

resonated the importance of local knowledge and local wisdom. Although  met  criticism for his opposed  idea of 

English as the medium of instruction as learning which was during his initial years but at the same time recognised the 

prevalence of  large number of regional languages regional diversities of the country.   But we need to go deeper into 

why   such thoughts prevailed. We need to contextualise his thought on English. It was not English as a language he 

opposed but it was to avert the colonised ideas , and means of education which had produced  colonised mind set. A 

person with flexible wisdom  and pragmatic approach  cannot be adjudged  from a   narrow lens. It should not be 

forgotten that such utterance  was  during the period of country‘s colonial enslavement   and when  the slogan of  

Swadeshi had stirred and ignited Indian minds all across the country.  

Coming to  NEP 2020 we observe that  it has a well detailed section on how multilingualism, particularly the 

inclusion of mother tongue which  is important  to the process of learning. The idea behind this that if a childis exposed 

to local or native language , he or she understands the culture  the  realities around his /her  and beyond  in a better 
manner. A child‘s  familiarity   with native, local language , mother tongue  makes him/her more proficient and 

comprehensible. Gandhiji in some sense was truly ahead of his times. It can be  corroborated  by the statements given 

below. There never was a greater superstition than that a particular language can be incapable of expansion or 

expressing abstruse or scientific ideas. A language is an exact reflection of the character and growth of its speakers. 
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Among the many evils of foreign rule this blighting imposition of a foreign medium upon the youth of the country will 

be counted by history as one of the greatest. It has sapped the energy of the nation, it has shortened the lives of the 

pupils, it has estranged them from the masses, it has made education unnecessarily expensive. If this process is still 

persisted in, it bids fair to rob the nation of its soul. The sooner therefore educated India shakes itself free from the 
hypnotic spell of the foreign medium, the better it would be for them and the peoplexxvii. 

Social Service/ Welfare  

The purpose of education is not only to produce good individuals, but also socially useful men and women 

who  are aware of their roles, responsibilities and duties towards the society in which they live. Gandhiji considered the 

aspect  of social service/welfare as an essential part of education. This cannot be imparted theoretically instead it needs 

to be  practically observed  from the first year at school. Such activities involve teamwork and discipline but such spirit 

has been missing among the children who after becoming adults are found  lacking such social  values which strengthen  

national cohesion and  integration. Involvement in such activities involving social goals gradually creates social 

sensibilities among  children. Instead of  attaching importance to personal pleasures, gains and returns they become 

sensitive towards community and society. Thus, social service or social welfare forms  as an important  and inherent 

component  of true education. Gandhiji always encourages the  students or the  young people to aware the rural masses 
towards  the importance of hygiene and health. This in itself is a key constituent of social service. It  includes his 

holistic perspective of the well-being.  

To quote him,  

The end of all education should surely be service, and if a student gets an opportunity of rendering service even whilst 

he is studying, he should consider it as a rare opportunity and treat it not really as a suspension of his education but 

rather its complement.xxviii 

Ethics, morality and spiritualism serve as  important elements of education. It should be oriented  towards social  

service in reality. Further, education being  a synergy  of mind, body  and soul also acts as an enabler in developing  

tolerance, love and humanity among individuals. Such values  are not only essential for cultivating purity of heart but 

also  crucial for social service. Gandhiji often reminded the students how through right education the positive vibes are 

created affecting the overall personality . To say it in his words, ‗Your education should be built on the foundation of 

truth and love. Unless this is done, your education will be rendered useless.‘xxix 
Gandhiji,  often apprised them of their constructive role in determining the future of a society based on the principles of 

truth, non-violence, moral and human values. Realising the important role  of young generation in nation building and 

development of society  he gave them life‘s mantra based on  his own experiments with life, the power of self ,the 

power from within   which can script the contour of social transformation and nation building in actual .  Gandhiji‘s 

‗Message to the Students‘ is a motivational expression for younger generations   whom he considered  as the real and  

the main agents of change and progress. 

Readiness & Eagerness  to Refashion Self  

Self-realization is the ultimate aim of life as well as of education which ultimately leads an individual to 

refashion oneself. Gandhi himself serves as an epitome of this perception, constantly attempting to emerge as a better 

human being.  ‗Not only had Gandhi a concrete conception of such a personality but also he possessed a personality of 

the kind he wanted others to developxxx.‘ 
Gandhiji strongly affirmed: ―My life is my message‖. Gandhiji firmly believed in self -motivation for self -

transformation. Gandhiji‘s pure motive and selfless devotion to the cause he believed was through his own self. He 

always walked the path of truth and had the courage to live by his convictions and his readiness for self- change. 

Gandhiji kept on experimenting from crisis to crisis. No doubt, his continuous self- probing, self-experimenting and 

self-dialogue exemplifies the sort of transformation that can be brought about even by self -experimenting with values 

without  waiting for others to do so. The mind  of Mahatma was always in a state of experimenting and evolving and 

that spirit and essence of his life always kept him in the state of calm and peace,  helped  in adopting a consistent and 

practical method towards life. His greatness did not lay in his achievements only but in his character. It was this 

strength of his character and of practice by doing which  influenced his generation so deeply. Gandhiji is  a living 

legend for the entire world. And this earned  Gandhiji  affectionate titles like  Mahatma  Bapu or Father of the Nation 

for his countrymen. This  holds tremendous and unparalleled influence even today over the minds of people across the 

globe.  
Along with the  purpose and goals of education  Gandhiji talked about the stages of education ranging from   primary to  

higher, its methods, types  curriculum of education  along with role of teachers.   
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Free Primary Education  

Gandhiji recommended that there must be free and compulsory education for all boys and girls from seven to 

fourteen years. Gandhiji wanted to make education available to millions of students living in rural areas. Gandhiji was  

convinced  that an integrated system of primary and secondary education was the only possible answer  to multifaceted 
problems of the rural masses.  According to Gandhiji, the student must be trained to think independently, critically and 

creatively. He wanted the students to be inquisitive and get involved deeply and completely into each and every process 

and happening .  

Higher Education 

Gandhiji considered higher education institutions as nurturing ground of a contingent of matured, skilled and 

accommodating young individuals. He believed that these educated youth will not just have professional expertise of 

knowledge but will also be proficient or well aware of  ground realities. Gandhiji‘s dreamt university to be  the building 

block of a self-reliant and self-sustainable nation, shining with its local languages, cultures, knowledge,  technology 

and knowledge. Gandhiji had been consistently talking about the legitimacy of community knowledge and its 

unquestionable significance in educating the youth of India.  He held opinion that these Universities having located  in 

and for  the social spaces  failed to  realize  the need and significance  work towards the betterment of society.  As a 
passionate supporter of physical labour Gandhiji gave some useful suggestions of maintaining vocational elements in 

mainstream higher education. About  higher education in particular, Gandhiji expressed his concern  that the subjects 

which are being taught at the level of universities have barely any relevance or bearing on realities around us, keeping 

the students away from their sense of duty and responsibilities. He did not entirely discard the knowledge of letters but 

cautioned the masses  not to be  obsessed  with  it. Such  knowledge is valuable only when it is of any use to the 

masses. Moreover, each and every student should have definite aim before he enters the  field of higher education, 

otherwise it is meaningless to pursue higher education. The common mindset which prevails in the society is that any 

further decision would be taken after doing graduation or post- graduation, research or other degree which is  sheer 

wastage of time, energy and money and which ultimately pushes the students to land into darkness without any  

achievement. The  present educational system which focusses on rote  learning and theoretical knowledge has failed to 

provide right direction or opportunities for all-round development of  the present generation . Gandhi supported 

compulsory education to all up to the secondary level irrespective of gender, caste, class or  creed. Thus, he said that 
there should  be clear cut- indication  of final aim or goal of education at the secondary level itself  as per the choice , 

capabilities and skills of the students,  before pursuing the higher education. This would ultimately provide  

opportunities to be self- reliant and self dependent and prevent them from being lost in melee after pursuing education.   

According to Mahatma Gandhi education does  not mean literary knowledge but acquiring knowledge for being self - 

reliant or  self dependent and self-sustaining too.     

Now let us comprehend the implications of these ideas through the lens of  Gandhiji and find its reflections in NEP 

2020. 

NEP 2020 after long  wait has demonstrated a similar shift in philosophy wherein, it maintains that education in its 

primordial structure of rote learning does not lead to the expected outcomes related to  human development. In order to 

change  this reality, the NEP has put this kind of education at a backseat  giving  prominence to the idea of learning 

which is holistic, integrated, inclusive, enjoyable and engaging (Section 4)xxxi. 
Emphasis of NEP 2020 on vocational education is nothing but Gandhian mantra of success of educational 

attainment/achievement. NEP 2020‘s features like choice based subjects, flexibility, and  multiple entry and exit  

options at the level of  higher education as per NEP 2020 paves the way for development of workforce and  

employment generating capacities. 

There has been   emphasis of NEP2020 on mother tongue or home language. NEP2020 also mentions that  young 

children learn and grasp nontrivial  concepts more quickly in their home language/mother tongue. Home language is 

usually the same language as the mother tongue or that which is spoken by local communitiesxxxii.  Its emphasis on 

multilingualism and the power of language endorse Gandhian  thoughts and ideas. Gandhiji initially vehemently 

opposed the idea of English as the medium of instruction as learning. However, in his later years  he was found to be 

saying  in 1948  that,  ‗It is now my belief that in all Indian curricula, there must be a place for Hindi, Sanskrit, Persian, 

Arabic and English, besides the vernacular language‘.xxxiii   

Moreover, importance  has been given to value education in NEP2020.It NEP2020 mentions ,  
The purpose of education system is to  develop good human beings capable of rational thought and action, possessing 

compassion and empathy, courage and resilience, scientific temper and creative imagination with sound ethical 

moorings and values.xxxiv  

 Resonance of Gandhian educational  philosophy and thought in NEP 2020 ignites our brain to rethink over the 

relevance of Gandhiji and Gandhian values  in contemporary times to overcome  the crisis of conflicts, immorality, 
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individual, social and national values, intolerance and economy in our country and  across the globe. No doubt,  many 

aspects of NEP 2020 are silently resonating Gandhian relevance. 

 At the same time some of the aspects of Gandhian basic education or  Nai Talim has been critiqued  by many scholars 

from time to time for not being  relevant. It has been criticised for its    complete negation English education, 
exploitation of child labour in the form of  early age work by child  for being completely craft centered, economic 

centric and neglect of school  subjects at the cost of craft centric subjects  and diverting the focus of education from 

actual subjects like social sciences, sciences, mathematics making school as units of profits etc. Despite some features 

of Gandhian  educational philosophy being critiqued, it cannot be denied that the ideas and practices of Gandhiji  are 

still meaningful and relevant for the entire world which remembers and celebrates the charismatic power even today. 

This make us tponder as why Gandhian philosophy and thoughts on education matter  today ?  Why and  how  relevant  

is Gandhi  today ? Can Gandhian philosophy of education be a panacea for peace and tranquillity? The answer is 

Gandhi has never been more relevant as he is today. In my opinion the fundamental philosophy behind  basic education 

as suggested /proposed by  Gandhi are still  applicable and  productive with certain modifications in accordance with 

contemporary needs and demands. This means Gandhian philosophy of education has to revisited and   re-examined in 

the modern context according to  its relevance today.  The basic education of Gandhi talks about   harmonious 
development of body, mind and soul, activity-centred,  child –centric education, moral values, dignity  of labour, 

democratic values like co-operation, responsibility, fellow-feeling,  social solidarity and national integration which no 

doubt are the fundamental purpose of education.  Gandhiji   never separated the focus of education from labour  

because he believed that education  stimulated the human mind for creative thinking or dignity of manual labour.  

If analysed  the nature of Gandhi‘s basic education is cooperative because it tries to integrate individual with  society in 

a spirit of cooperation. It is also non-violent in its implications. The emphasis is on allowing performance of  the 

natural impulses of individuals fully. Finally, basic education places truth on the high pedestal. Today, the need is to 

contextually examine, analyse and implement  some  of the aspects of  the proposed  basic education.  It can act as 

powerful instrument in the  development of better citizen and  nation building. Its sociological relevance cannot be 

ignored as  it has the potential to fight against  social conflicts in the society by creating a sense of dignity of labour. It 

can eradicate the social evils  like  caste prejudices, untouchability and other social injustices prevailing in the society.  

It also provides a linkage between the urban classes and the rural masses by way of an accommodation between liberal 
and practical education. Economically, it creates productive labour since emphasis is on job-oriented education. It can 

also change the socio-economic contours of the country through increased production of good and services.   It is a 

welcome development that work experience/art and craft scheme is now accepted as an integral part of a sound 

educational system. No doubt ,  Gandhian scheme of basic education can be of relevance even today, if  new orientation 

and new interpretation is given to it in the light of the rapidly changing socio-economic and political milieu in the 

country.  

Thus, it can be said that  Gandhiji advocated not only a new method of education, but also a new philosophy 

of life for which he lived and sacrificed his life. His philosophy  is  recognition of the fact that all wealth is the  creation 

of human endeavour  so hence wrk is worship. It aims not only at creating balanced and harmonious individuals, but 

also a balanced and harmonious society—a just social order, based on Truth and Love 

 It is time for us to accept  the  diversity  of the country, respect  each other‘s identities and take a more peaceful, non-
violent and inclusive approach in understanding each other‘s life struggles and demands. And the only way to begin 

this dialogue would be through the means of education not only as a means  of gaining knowledge but transforming the 

gained knowledge into action in actual. 

Conclusion  

It would be no exaggeration if we say that almost every aspect of educational philosophy of Gandhiji is  

relevant in modern times. The entire world which is being trapped in the politics of violence, intolerance and  hatred 

loking for a panacea. . Values appear to be fading away especially among the Indian youth of today, whether it be 

moral, social, cultural or ethical values all completely wiped out. Hence, Gandhian principles and philosophy  need to 

be theoretically understood and practically followed. Knowledge gained through education has to be seriously 

understood for its practical application in life. Education is useful when it is transacted through work and craft and not 

only through books, thoughts /teachings and ideas.  NEP 2020 aims to create a knowledge-based economy that entails 

its learners to have developed the fusion of skills and systematic/regular scientific temperament to enhance employment 
opportunities.  And that is the essence of  NEP 2020 when it states that  curricular activities must go hand in hand with 

the co-curricular activities for the development of head, hand and heart which in  Gandhian  words  are perfect   

symbiosis  of mind , body and spirit. For  Gandhiji   development of personality was more important than accumulation 

of intellectual tools and academic knowledge. Gandhiji‘s  always  emphasised that  the aim of education was holistic 

development which finds reflection in  the present NEP 2020 which envisions an education system  having rooted in 
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Indian ethos and the capacity to adapt with the changing world scenario with  strong, ‗experiential, holistic, integrated, 

inquiry-driven, discovery-oriented, learner-centred, discussion-based, flexible’xxxveducation and thereby making India a 

global knowledge superpower. 

Gandhiji‘s experiments with life serve as eternal message  to entire world. The theoretical and conceptual  
underpinning of paradigmatic shift in NEP 2020 can only be realised if the conceptualised vision is  translated into 

actuality. Transformative potential of education   critically needs to be actualised by all stakeholders  like the 

educational institutions, the academia, the students, the researchers the State, and above all the family which is the first 

school where the indoctrination of a child begins. Now it is time for each and every individual   to realise Gandhi from  

within. This requires self -introspection and self- practicing. There seems to be  no other  trustworthy or sound 

alternative than the Gandhian values and principles  that would free the  present  society from  inherent contradictions  

and prepare us for national regeneration and that   silently and articulately resonates in  NEP 2020.  
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